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Ch. 1 – Nominative, Vocative and Accusative 

I. Nominative (10-15) 

A. Subject Nominative (10-11) – identifies the topic of the sentence. (Not necessarily the 

one doing the action – as in the case of passive verbs.) 

B. Predicate Nominative (11-12) – functions as the compliment of the copulative 

(linking) verb. It will identify or qualify the subject. 

C. Nominative of Apposition (12) – follows another nominative and explains or 

identifies the first by giving more specific information. 

D. Nominative of Address (12-13) – functions as a vocative. [Will have an article] [See 

John 20:28, significant text] 

E. Nominative of Appellation (13) – sometimes a name is in the nominative rather than 

the case expected by the construction. Usually after verbs of naming or calling. 

F. Nominative Absolute (14-15) – nominative constructions that show no grammatical 

relationship to other elements in the sentence: 

1. Exclamations 

2. Titles of books 

3. Salutations of letters 

4. Cleft construction (15) – highlighting information at the beginning of a 

sentence for emphasis that is repeated later in the same sentence 

5. Proverbial sayings 

G. Adverbial Nominative (15) – noun in the nominative case that functions as an adverb. 

II. Vocative (15-16) – direct address. 

III. Accusative (16-22) 

A. Accusative of Direct Object (16) – denotes the person or thing receiving the action of 

an active verb, participle or infinitive. 

B. Double Accusative (17) – certain verbs take two accusative objects: verbs of 

speaking, dressing, naming, giving, thinking, sending and presenting, making and 

appointing. They fall into two subcategories: 

1. Person/thing (17) – also called personal and impersonal objects. See Mark 

6:34: “He began to teach them many things.” 

2. Object/compliment (17) – also called direct and predicate objects. See Luke 

19:46: “[…] you have made it [to be] a den of thieves.” 

C. Cognate Accusative (17-18) – accusative noun that has the same stem as the verb. 

Can be a: 

1. Direct object 

2. Accusative of manner 

3. Accusative of oath 

4. Part of a double accusative 

D. Accusative of Oaths (18) – names the thing that guarantees the oath or vow. Usually 

supply “by.” 

E. Accusative Subject of Infinitives (18-19) – grammatically it is not a subject, but 

semantically it functions as the subject of an infinitive. Sometimes the infinitive takes 

an accusative object, and then usually the subject will come first. 

F. Adverbial Accusative (19-21) 

1. Manner (19-20) – tells how something is done. Often translated with an 

adverbial prepositional phrase, [or as an adverb]. See especially accusative of 
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τροπος for comparison. [See Rev. 16:9 – should there be instrumental 

accusative?] 

2. Reference (20) – limits a verb or adjective to a particular frame of reference. 

Can be translated with “…in reference to…” 

3. Space (20) – indicates the spatial extension of the verbal action. 

4. Time (20-21) – usually indicates duration but also indicates: 

a. Duration of the verbal idea (“for forty days”) 

b. Point in time the action takes place (“at the seventh hour”) 

c. Time from which the action takes place (“from the beginning”) 

d. Distribution of the action over various segments of time (“every 

day…every evening”) 

G. Accusative of Apposition (21) – follows another accusative and explains or identifies 

the first by giving more specific information. 

H. Accusative Absolutes (21-22) – rare and debated. An accusative noun or pronoun 

functions semantically as the subject of an accusative participle to form an adverbial 

clause. (Col. 1:21?) 
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Ch. 2 – Genitive 

I. Genitives Functioning as Adjectival Phrases (23-29) 

A. Genitive of Description (23-24) – catch-all category. Adjectival Genitive that defines, 

limits, identifies or specifies (which) nominal. [Use as a last resort.] 

B. Attributive Genitive (24-25) – modifies the head noun by naming one of its attributes. 

It functions as a simple adjective and can be so translated. AKA “genitive of quality.” 

C. Genitive of Possession (25) – modifies the head noun by identifying the person who 

owns it. Restricted to personal property (which in that day included persons) rather 

than ideas, names, abstract qualities, or parts of a person. 

D. Genitive of Relationship (25-26) – names a person with whom another person is 

associated, either by kinship (Mark 3:17) or by another social relationship (1 Cor. 

1:12). The association may be indicated by a kinship term (ex: son, daughter) or 

social role term (ex: slave) to which the genitive is adjunctive, or the kinship or social 

role term may be absent. In the case of its absence, the article may or may not remain. 

E. Genitive of Content (27) – modifies the head noun by denoting its contents. 

1. Spatial content (27) – denotes that which is contained in some type of vessel 

(Mark 14:13, “jar of water”). 

2. Communicative content (27) – denotes that which is contained in some type of 

discourse (Matt. 13:18, “parable of the sower”). 

F. Genitive of Material (28) – modifies the head noun by identifying the material from 

which it is made. 

G. Partitive Genitive (28-29) – modifies the head noun by indicating the whole of which 

it is a part. AKA “Genitive of the whole” [or “whole-ative”]. 

1. The part is a personal being (28) – the genitive refers to a group of people of 

which the head noun is a member. 

2. The part is a bodily member (28) – the genitive denotes the whole of which 

the head noun is a part. 

3. The part is geographical (28) – [the genitive is a location where the head noun 

is located]. 

4. The part is a quantity (28-29) – when the whole is a genitive that is divided 

quantitatively by such words as “one,” “half,” “third,” or “measure,” it is 

partitive. 

5. The part is a quality (29) – when the whole is a genitive that is divided 

qualitatively into various attributes, it is partitive (the goodness of God). 

II. Genitives Functioning in Deep Structure Event Clauses (29-33) – genitive constructions 

containing a verbal noun (often nouns that name actions or agents, or are built off of 

verbal stems). 

A. Subjective Genitive (30-31) – the genitive represents a deep structure subject, and the 

verbal noun represents a deep structure verb. [Also see Wallace on this]. Also 

includes genitives joined to passive verbs, passive participles, or verbal adjectives 

(adjectives built with a verb stem and a –τος ending). 

B. Objective Genitive (31) – the genitive represents a deep structure object and the 

verbal noun represents a deep structure verb. The subject must be discerned from the 

context. 

C. Verbal Genitive (31-32) – when the genitive is a verbal noun, it represents the deep 

structure verb. The adjoining noun is either the subject or object. Could be translated 
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by a relative clause (ex: “the body of death” = “the body which will die” [Rom. 7:24], 

also James 2:12). 

D. Compound Verbal Genitive (32-33) – when a genitive verbal noun is joined to 

another verbal noun, the construction represents two clauses at the deep structure 

level. They may be rendered as two finite verbs linked with “and” or “because” (ex: 

resurrection of life” = “they will rise and live” [John 5:29]). 

III. Genitives Functioning as Adverbial Phrases (33-38) 

A. Genitive of Time
1
 (33-34) – modifies a verbal expression by answering the question 

“When?” It can convey the following notions of time: 

1. Time during which something happens (“during the night”) 

2. Time at which something happens (“that year”) 

3. Distributive time (“each week”) 

B. Genitive of Space (34-35) – modifies a verbal expression by answering the question 

“Where?”, “From where?”, and occasionally “To where?” Sometimes the verb is 

implicit and must be supplied. 

1. Locus where (34) – modifies the verbal idea by telling where the action is to 

occur. 

2. Locus to where (34) – modifies the verbal idea by identifying the location to 

which the action occurs. 

3. Locus from where (35) – includes: 

a. Genitive of Separation [indicates that from which something is 

separated – see Wallace 107-9] 

b. Genitive of Source [AKA “Genitive of Origin” – the source from 

which something derives or depends – see Wallace 109-10] 

C. Genitive of Disassociation (35) – similar to Genitive of Separation, but there is no 

spatial dimension or movement involved (ex: “depart from the faith” [1 Tim. 4:1]). 

D. Genitive of Manner (36) – Modifies the verb by answering the question “How?” 

E. Genitive of Comparison (36) – names that with which something is compared. It will 

follow a verb of comparison or a comparative adjective, and is translated with the 

word “than.” 

F. Genitive of Price (36-37) – specifies the value or price of what is being bought or 

sold. Answers the question “How much?” and is translated with “for” or “worth.” 

G. Genitive of Reason (37) – expresses the unintentional cause or reason why something 

happened [ex: Philemon 1, 13; Jas. 1:17]. 

H. Genitive of Purpose (37) – modifies a verbal idea by denoting the intent or goal of the 

action. 

I. Genitive of Means (38) – modifies the verbal idea in a noun of action by denoting 

means. 

J. Genitive of Reference (38) – modifies an adjective or adverb by limiting its 

descriptive force to a particular frame of reference. It is common with adjectives 

conveying: fullness, worthiness/unworthiness, sharing/lacking. 

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 Regarding time, generically speaking, Genitive = kind of time, Dative = point in time (when?), accusative = extent 

of time (how long?). (Neal Huddleston, Greek IV, spring 2010, PBC, Winston-Salem) 
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IV. Genitives Functioning as Noun Phrases (38-41) 

A. Genitive Subject (38) – functions semantically as the subject in a genitive absolute 

construction. The construction is to be translated as an adverbial clause with the 

participle as the verb and the genitive as the subject. 

B. Genitive of Apposition (39-40) – explains or identifies the head noun [renames], 

giving more specific information. The genitive of apposition is unusual in that the 

head noun does not have to be in the genitive case. Apposition can be made clear by 

translating with “namely,” “that is,” or “which is.” (AKA “Epexigetical Genitive.”) 

C. Genitive Direct Object (40-41) – certain kinds of verbs take their direct object in the 

Genitive, such as verbs of: ruling or surpassing, perception, 

desiring/lacking/obtaining, remembering/forgetting, caring/neglecting, accusing, 

separation, touching, and verbs conveying a partitive idea [such as sharing or tasting]. 
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Ch. 3 – Dative 

I. Datives Functioning as Noun Phrases (43-46) 

A. Dative of Indirect Object (43-44) – the person or thing indirectly affected by the 

action of the verb. Common with verbs of giving or speaking. 

1. Experiencer (43-44) – common with verbs of speaking. When ideas of 

advantage or disadvantage are not present, the semantic role will be 

“experiencer.” 

2. Benefaction [dative of advantage] (44) – identifies the person in whose 

interest or for whose benefit the action is performed. 

3. Opposition [dative of disadvantage] (44) – identifies the person adversely 

affected by the action. Often translated with “against.” 

B. Dative of Direct Object (44-45) – certain verbs take their direct objects in the dative, 

such as verbs of: worship, service, thanksgiving, obedience/disobedience, 

belief/unbelief, rebuking, helping, pleasing, following/meeting. 

C. Dative Subject (45) – the subject of a dative participle. The dative will be co-

referential with another dative construction in the sentence. The participial 

construction is to be translated as an adverbial clause. 

D. Dative of Apposition (46) – identifies or further defines another dative. 

II. Datives functioning as Adverbial Phrases (46-52) 

A. Dative of Reference (46-47) – functions adverbially to limit a verb or adjective to a 

particular frame of reference. 

B. Dative of Space (48) – the place where the action of the verb occurs. 

1. Literal (48) – denotes an actual physical location. Includes spatial extension 

(movement toward) as well as position. 

2. Metaphorical [dative of sphere] (48) – not a literal, physical location, but the 

sphere in which an action occurs or in which something exists. 

C. Dative of Time (49) – expresses: 

1. Time at  which something happens (“at midnight”) 

2. Time during which something happens (“sometime during a certain night”) 

3. An expanse of time (“for a long time”) 

4. Distributive time (“daily”) 

D. Dative of Means [instrument] (49-50) – specifies the means a person intentionally 

uses to achieve a particular end. Often refers to an implement, but may refer to other 

types of means, such as actions. If it is a verbal noun, it may represent a deep 

structure verb. 

E. Dative of Agency (50) – the personal agent who performs the action. Since the verbs 

are in the passive, the dative could be considered the deep structure subject of the 

verb. 

F. Dative of Manner [adverbial] (50-51) – expresses the way in which the action is 

performed. May be translated with a prepositional phrase or adverbially (“with 

boldness” or “boldly”). The action of the verb can be intensified by restating it in its 

nouns form (cognate). 

G. Dative of Degree [or measure] (51) – modifies a comparative adjective by indicating 

the degree of difference.  

H. Dative of Association (51) – the person (or thing) with whom (or which) something is 

done. Often occurs with verbs having a συν- prefix. 
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I. Dative of Reason (51-52) – the unintended cause of something. Can be translated 

with such words as “for,” “because of,” or “on account of.” 

III. Datives Functioning as Adjectival Phrases (52-54) 

A. Dative of Possession (52-53) – modifies a noun by indicating who owns it. 

B. Dative of Relationship (53) – modifies a noun by specifying a related person. Similar 

to genitive of relationship except the kinship or social role linking the persons is 

usually mentioned. 

C. Dative of Identification (53-54) – a genitive or dative following ὄνοµα qualifies it by 

specifying the person or place that is identified by that name. When the word ὄνοµα 

is in the dative, it functions to qualify an adjacent nominal. 
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Ch. 4 – The Article 
� “The article is never meaningless in Greek, though it often fails to correspond with the 

English idiom.” – A.T. Robertson (55) 

I. Functions of the Article (55-66) 

A. Used to Make a Noun Definite (55-57) – specific rather than general or vague. Either 

specifies one of many, or particularizes a general quality. Marks clear boundaries for 

the sake of identification. “When the article is present the noun is definite; when it is 

absent the noun may or may not be definite.” 

1. Distinguishing Persons or Things (56) – sets something apart from others of 

the same class. Called the “deictic use,” meaning “to point out.” 

2. Distinguishing Classes (56-57) – distinguishes one class from other classes. 

The class is viewed as a whole and is characterized by common traits. Called 

the “generic use.” English will translate as indefinite or plural. 

3. Particularizing an Abstract Quality (57) – calls attention to a particular aspect 

of abstract qualities, such as ἀγάπη, ἐλπίς, νόµος, πίστις, or χάρις. It is 

not always easy to determine the exact intent of the author in the use or 

nonuse of the article with abstract nouns. 
B. Used to Refer to a Previous Reference (57-58) – functions to direct the reader’s 

attention to a previous mention of the noun. Called the “anaphoric article.” The 

initial occurrence of the article is often anarthrous.  

C. Used as a Pronoun (58-60) – shorthand device to take the place of a pronoun: 

1. Possessive Pronoun (58-59) – distinguishes the thing possessed from other 

objects of the same class not possessed (although possession often must be 

understood in a loose sense). 

2. Alternative Pronoun (59) – an alternative construction in which nouns are 

contrasted or set apart from each other can be formed with the articles 

preceding both µέν and δέ. Translate “one…another,” or “some…others” (for 

plural). 

3. Personal Pronoun (59) – article followed by δέ (or µέν) is common in 

narrative. The article refers to a previous mention of the subject and δέ 
functions as a switch reference device (indicating a change of subject). 

4. Demonstrative Pronoun (59) 

5. Relative Pronoun (60) – semantically very similar to a noun phrase in 

apposition.
2
 

D. Used to Construct a Noun Phrase (60-61) – the article may precede various words and 

clauses, turning them into noun phrases which then function syntactically in accord 

with the case of the article. The article may at the same time function at the semantic 

level by denoting previous reference, distinguishing persons, etc. 

1. Preceding an adverb 

2. Preceding a genitive 

3. Preceding a prepositional phrase 

4. Preceding a clause 

5. Preceding other elements (adjectives, participles, infinitives) 

E. Used with Monadic Nouns and Proper Names (61-62) 

                                                 
2
 Daniel B. Wallace, Greek Grammar Beyond The Basics (213-15) says that the article is treated as a relative 

pronoun when the modifier is 1) a genitive phrase, 2) a prepositional phrase, or 3) a participle. 
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1. Monadic Nouns (61) – refers to something of which there is thought to be 

only one (e.g., γῆ, ἥλιος, θεός, οὐρανός, σελήνη). 

2. Proper nouns (61-62) – not normally needed with proper nouns. Perhaps used 

to call attention to a particular person, a person mentioned previously, or a 

person known to the readers. 

F. With Nouns Connected with καί (62-64) – if each noun has its own article, the author 

intends a distinction between them. When only the first has an article, the author 

intends them to be grouped in some fashion. 

1. Grandville-Sharp rule (62-63): two nouns joined by καί and preceded by one 

article are referring to the same person if they are both 1) singular nouns, 2) 

personal nouns, and 3) not proper names. 

2. Two plural nouns preceded by one article and joined by καί should still be 

grouped together in some way even though they are not always identical (63-

64). Wallace has identified several categories: 

a. Distinct groups that are united for some reason. 

b. Overlapping groups. 

c. First group is a subset of the second. 

d. Second group is a subset of the first (every example in NT has textual 

variants). 

e. Identical groups (no clear examples of nouns, almost all are 

participles). 

G. Used in Copulative Sentences (64-66) 

1. Rules for determining the subject of a copulative sentence [start at Rule 1 and 

proceed until the subject is determined] (64-65): 

a. Rule 1 (verb agreement): If on of the elements does not agree with the 

verb in person and number, then it is not the subject. 

b. Rule 2 (case agreement): If on of the elements is not in the nominative 

case, then it is not the subject. 

c. Rule 3 (textual anaphora):  

i. Rule 3a: The subject is indicated by demonstrative, relative, or 

personal pronouns, even if the predicate nominative has the 

article. 

ii. Rule 3b: The subject is the element represented only by the 

verb ending. 

iii. Rule 3c: The subject is usually the element with the article. 

iv. Rule 3d: If both elements have the article or do not have the 

article, then the first one is usually the subject. 

2. Colwell’s Rule [although there are exceptions] (65-66): “A definite predicate 

nominative has the article when it follows the verb; it does not have the article 

when it precedes the verb.” 

II. Reasons for Anarthrous Constructions (66-69) 

A. Abstract Nouns (66) – The article is not required with abstract nouns because they are 

inherently qualitative. Nevertheless, they are often definite in the NT because of the 

wider theological context, regardless of whether there is an article or not. The absence 

of the article still tends to focus on quality. 
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B. Monadic and Proper Nouns (67) – nouns that are definite on their own, such as 

monadic and proper nouns, do not require articles to be definite. 

C. Nouns in Genitive Constructions (67) 

1. A genitive qualifier tends to make the head noun definite even without the 

article. 

2. Apollonius’ canon: “in general, two nouns in regimen (a noun qualified by a 

genitive noun) will both have articles or both be without them.” In most 

exceptions, 1) the head noun may be anarthrous while the genitive is articular, 

if the head noun is the object of a preposition, a predicate nominative, or 

vocative; 2) either may be anarthrous if it is a proper name. 

D. Objects of Prepositions (67) – Certain words, when used as objects of prepositions, 

can be definite without an article. They are usually geographic or temporal. 

E. Technical Expressions (68) – technical expressions will not have the article, such as 

titles of books, names in opening salutations, and perhaps stereotyped expressions 

(frequent or customary phraseology). 

F. To Make a Noun Non-differentiated (68) – when the noun is not intended to be 

differentiated from others of the same class, it will not have an article 

G. To Focus on the Quality of the Noun (68-69) – when the author wants to focus on the 

quality, character, nature, or class of the noun, he will omit the article. 
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Ch. 5 – Pronouns and Adjectives 

I. Pronouns (71-80) – take the place of nouns while pointing to a place in the text where the 

noun occurs. Pronouns functioning as pronouns agree with the antecedent in gender and 

number. Pronouns functioning as adjectives agree with the antecedent in gender, number 

and case. 

A. Personal Pronouns [ἐγώ, ἡµεῖς, σύ, ὑµεῖς, αὐτός, αὐτοί] (71-75) – when used as 

pronouns, they are usually in oblique cases. Gender and number are often exegetically 

significant. 

1. Emphasis (72) – since the subject is already in the verb, the nominative 

personal pronoun is redundant. Therefore when they are present, they are 

often indicating emphasis (e.g. importance, gravity, surprise, anger, contrast, 

comparison or identity). 

2. Identical adjective (72) – when αὐτός follows the article, it means, “the 

same.” It is found with or without a noun. 

3. Intensive pronoun (72-73) – the nominative of αὐτός can function as an 

intensive, emphasizing identity (“the president himself”). 

a. When intensifying nouns, αὐτός is in the predicate position (not 

preceded by the article). When intensifying a proper name, the article 

may be lacking before the proper name. Sometimes it has a 

demonstrative force as well (“that very hour”). 

b. When intensifying verbs, αὐτός can be used with any person and 

number pronominal suffix. 

c. With emphatic personal pronouns, αὐτός increases the degree of 

emphasis. 

4. The epistolary plural [literary plural] (73-74) – debatable. Does “we” ever 

mean “I”? 

5. Inclusive and exclusive (74) – Some languages have different forms of the 

first person plural pronoun to indicate if a speaker is including the people 

being spoken to (inclusive) or just himself and his associates (exclusive). 

Neither Greek nor English make this distinction, but it is exegetically 

important for the interpretation of certain passages. 

6. Switch-reference device (75) – nominative of αὐτός is often used to signify a 

change in subject to someone or something that had been mentioned 

previously. 

7. Personal pronoun used as a reflexive pronoun (75)  

B. Relative Pronouns [ὅς, ὅστις] (75-77) – introduces a dependent clause and at the 

same time refers to an antecedent. Relative clauses usually function adjectivally, 

modifying the antecedent. Sometimes they function adverbially. Relative pronouns 

usually agree with the antecedent in gender and number. Sometimes they agree with 

the natural gender of the antecedent, rather than the grammatical gender. 

1. Lack of antecedent (76) – If a relative pronoun lacks an antecedent, it can be 

treated 1) as a demonstrative pronoun, or 2) as an indefinite pronoun. 

2. Attraction (76-77) – normally the case of the pronoun is determined by its 

function in the relative clause. Sometimes the case is affected by the 

antecedent, or vice versa. 1) Direct attraction – the relative pronoun adopts the 
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case of the antecedent. 2) Indirect attraction – the antecedent adopts the case 

of the relative pronoun (less frequent). 

3. Confusion of relative and indefinite relative (77) – ὅς (who, which) and ὅστις 

(whoever, whichever) are often used interchangeably. If there is a clear 

antecedent, it is not indefinite. 

4. Relative as correlative (77) – can function as a correlative with µέν or δέ. 
C. Correlative Pronouns (77) – a word that expresses mutual relations. 

1. ὅσος (as much as, as great as, as many as) - quantitative 
2. οἷος (such as, as, of what kind) - qualitative 
3. ὁποῖος (of what sort, as, such as) - qualitative 
4. τοιοῦτος (of such a kind) - qualitative 
5. τοσοῦτος (so great, so large, so far) - quantitative 

D. Demonstrative Pronouns (78) – οὗτος (this), ἐκεῖνος (that), ὅδε (this). A word that 

points out or specifies something. οὗτος points out something near; ἐκεῖνος points 

out something remote. Proximity may pertain to the literary context, situational 

context, or mental context of ideas in the mind of the author. Regarding literary 

context, τοῦτο (neuter singular) usually refers to what follows, ταῦτα (neuter plural) 

seems only to point to what precedes. 

1. Demonstrative used as a pronoun (78) – often function as true pronouns, 

taking the place of and pointing to the antecedent. Sometimes the 

demonstrative pronoun will agree with the natural gender rather than the 

grammatical gender. 

2. Demonstrative used as an adjective (78) – points out the noun that it is 

modifying. When functioning as an adjective, it will be in the predicate 

position (i.e. not preceded by an article). 

E. Possessive Pronouns [ἐµός, ἡµέτερος, σός, ὑµέτερος] (78-79) – may give some 

emphasis since the genitive of personal pronouns is the more common way of 

expressing possession. Usually are in the attributive position (i.e. preceded by the 

article). 

F. Reflexive Pronouns [ἐµαυτοῦ, σεαυτοῦ, ἑαυτοῦ, ἑαυτῶν] (79) – the subject and 

the object of a sentence are the same; the action of the verb is directed back to the 

subject. 

G. Reciprocal Pronouns [ἀλλήλων] (79) – expresses a mutual action, relationship or 

interchange between persons. 

H. Interrogative Pronouns (80) – τίς (who?), τί (what? why?), ποῖος (of what kind? 

which? what? – qualitative), πόσος (how great? how much? how many? – 

quantitative). The questions will be content questions. 

I. Indefinite Pronouns (80) – τις (someone/thing, certain one/thing, anyone/thing). As 

an indefinite pronoun it stands in the place of an unidentified person or thing 

(“someone said to him”). As an indefinite adjective it modifies common nouns (“a 

certain priest”). 

II. Adjectives (80-83) – a word used to modify a noun or other substantive. It agrees with 

the noun in gender, number and case. Nouns can also function as adjectives. 

A. Adjectives Used Attributively (81) – ascribes a quality or quantity to the noun with 

which it agrees. This happens when: 

1. The adjective is articular and the noun is anarthrous. 
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2. The adjective and the noun are both articular. 

3. The adjective and the noun are both anarthrous. 

B. Adjectives Used Predicatively (81) – makes an assertion about the noun. Called a 

predicate adjective. This happens when: 

1. The adjective is the predicate of the linking verb. 

2. The adjective is the predicate of the elliptical verb. This has two subtypes: 

a. The noun is articular and the adjective is anarthrous 

b. The Adjective and noun are both anarthrous 

3. The adjective is part of a double accusative of object/compliment. 

C. Adjectives Used as Nouns (82) – adjectives often function as nouns. In this case the 

adjective will usually have an article, but not necessarily. 

D. Adjectives Used as Adverbs [ἴδιον, λοιπόν, µικρόν, µόνον, ὀλίγον, πολύ, 
πρῶτον] (82) – adjectives can be used to modify the verb. The adjectives will usually 

have neuter gender and function as adverbial accusatives or datives. 

E. Irregularities in Comparative Adjectives (83) – there are three degrees: positive 

(good), comparative (better) and superlative (best). (There is also the elative – very 

good). Comparative adjectives end in -τερος or -ιων. Superlative adjectives end in -

τατος or -ιστος. The three degrees are not always used predictably. Sometimes: 

1. Positive is used for comparative  

2. Positive is used for superlative 

3. Comparative is used for superlative 

4. Comparative is used for elative 

5. Superlative is used for elative 
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Ch. 6 – Prepositional Phrases 
� Introduction (85-87): A preposition is a word used before substantives to form phrases which 

modify verbs, nouns, or adjectives. The preposition, the case of the noun, the word modified, 

and the context all supply information regarding the meaning of the phrase. In classical 

Greek, the preposition simply clarified the meaning of the case of the noun.  In koine Greek, 

the preposition gained more independent force, while the case lost some of its significance. 

Koine was probably influenced by Hellenistic Greek which tended towards a laxity of use in 

that prepositions tended to overlap each other in their semantic domains. Caveats in the 

exegetical use of prepositions: 

A. Do not insist on classical distinctions (86) – prepositions have a range of possible 

meanings with some more common than others. 

B. Do not neglect stylistic variation (86) – changes of prepositions, case, or use/nonuse 

of prepositions in the same context does not always signal change in meaning. 

C. Do not disregard probable distinctions (86) – although there is general laxity, 

sometimes an author uses a preposition because of its traditional distinctiveness. 

D. Be cautious about seeking double meanings (86-87) – sensus plenior is debatable, but 

on occasion an author may use a single preposition in a double sense. 

E. Do not neglect the significance of not repeating the preposition before the second 

object (87) – not repeating a preposition may indicate that an author considers both 

object as an undivided unit. 

I. Grammatical Functions (87-89) 

A. Used Adverbially (87) – most common use. Modifies verbs, participles, infinitives or 

adjectives. 

B. Used Adjectivally (88) – can also modify nouns or pronouns. The prepositional 

phrase is usually in the attributive (preceded by the article). Sometimes can be 

translated as a relative clause. 

C. Used as Nouns (88-89) – when the article precedes a prepositional phrase and there is 

no noun to modify, they function as a noun phrase. Κατά with the accusative can 

function in place of a genitive noun. Prepositional phrases with εἰς can function as a 

predicate nominative. 

D. Used with Indirect Objects (89) – functions the same as a dative (experiencer, 

benefaction, opposition). 

E. Used as Independent Adverbs (89) – lone prepositions are used on rare occasions as 

an adverb. 

II. Semantic Functions (89-103) 

A. ἀνά (89-90) 
1. Location – means “up” only in compound words. In phrases with µέσος it 

expresses spatial position (among, at). 

2. Distribution 
B. ἀντί (90) 

1. Substitution (in place of, instead of) 

2. Exchange (in exchange for, in return for) 

3. Reason (because of) 

4. Contrast (instead, rather) 
C. ἀπό (90-91) 

1. Space – Spatial extension (from). Source or origin (from). 
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2. Disassociation (separated from) 

3. Time – extent of time from a previous point (from). 

4. Reason (because of). When the object is a verbal noun, it can be translated as 

an adverbial clause (because she was glad). 

5. Agency (by) 

6. Partitive – functions as a partitive genitive. 

D. διά (91-93) 
1. Space – with the genitive, indicates the spatial area through which movement 

occurs (through). 

2. Time – with the genitive (during, throughout). Infrequently “after.” 

3. Reason – with the accusative (because). 

4. Agency – with the genitive (by, through). 

5. Means – with the genitive (with, through). 

6. Manner – with the genitive, indicates the way in which something is done. 

7. Benefaction – with the accusative, the person benefited by the event (for, for 

the benefit of) 

8. Attendant circumstance – with the genitive, an event that accompanies the 

main event. 

E. εἰς (93-94) 
1. Space – normally conveys spatial extension (into, to, on, among). 

2. Time – the time something will continue (until), a period through which 

something occurs, or extent of time. 

3. Reason – causal use is debated. (because of) 

4. Purpose – often with verbs of motion, sending, and choosing. Purpose 

includes “aspiration toward a goal” (in order to). When the object of the 

preposition is an event word, it may need to be transformed into an adverbial 

purpose clause (“unto repentance” = “in order that they might repent”). 

5. Result (resulting in) 

6. Reference (concerning, about, with reference to, with respect to) 

7. Means (by) 

8. Manner – the way in which something is done. 

9. Benefaction – something done for another (for, for the benefit of). 

10. Opposition – may involve actions, speech or frame of mind (against). 

F. ἐκ (95) 
1. Space – spatial extension (out of, from). Source (from). With words meaning 

“right” or “left” it means “at.” 

2. Disassociation (from) 

3. Derivation – that from which someone or something is descended or made 

(from, of). 

4. Time – can express time when something began (since), or the duration of 

time (for). 

5. Reason (because of) 

6. Means – if the object of the preposition is an event word, it could be 

transformed into a participle (through faith = by believing). 

7. Agency (by) 

8. Manner – the way in which something is done. 
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9. Partitive (of) 

G. ἐν (95-97) 
1. Space – commonly expresses spatial position (in, among, on, at). It may also 

express spatial extension (into). 

2. Time – expresses the time when (when, at) or period within which something 

occurs (during, while). 

3. Reason (because of) 

4. Agency – (by). Also specifies the guarantor of an oath. 

5. Means (by, through) 

6. Association (with) 

7. Reference (about) 

8. Manner – the prepositional phrase can be rendered by an adverb of manner 

when the object is a verbal noun. 

9. Experiencer (to) 

10. Attendant circumstance (with) 

H. ἐπί (97-98) 
1. Space – can convey spatial position and extension (on, at, among, to, by, 

before, unto). 

2. Time – time when something occurs (at). Also a period within which 

something occurs (during the time of), or the period through which something 

occurs (for a period of). 

3. Reason – with the dative (because of). 

4. Purpose (to) 

5. Reference – with the genitive or dative (about). 

6. Manner 

7. Basis – with the genitive or dative (on the basis of) 

8. Means (by) 

9. Opposition – with the dative or accusative (against). 

10. Benefaction (for) 

11. Experiencer (to) 

12. Authority – can express the object of one’s control, authority or rule (over). 

I. κατά (98-99) 
1. Space (down, down toward, on, among, throughout) 

2. Time – with the accusative, expresses time when something occurs, 

distributive time, or approximate time (in, about, etc.) 

3. Correspondence – with the accusative, can indicate correspondence in which 

two things are compared, one being a standard (according to). 

4. Reference – with the accusative (with regard to) 

5. Guarantor – with the genitive, designates the guarantor of an oath (by). 

6. Opposition – with the genitive (against). 

7. Manner (in, etc.) 

J. µετά (99) 
1. Association – with the genitive (with). 

2. Manner – with the genitive (with). 

3. Time (after) 

4. Opposition (against) 
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5. Space – with the accusative, denotes place behind or after (behind). 

K. παρά (99-100) 
1. Space – conveys spatial extension (from) or spatial position (among, near). 

(also alongside, beside, before) 

2. Association (with) 

3. Agency (by) 

4. Comparison (than) 

5. Opposition (contrary to) 

6. Substitution (instead of) 

L. περί (100) 
1. Space (around) 

2. Time – approximate time (about). 

3. Reference – with the genitive and occasionally the accusative (concerning, in 

regard to, in reference to). 

4. Benefaction – with the genitive (for, for the benefit of). 

5. Association (with) 

M. πρό (100) 
1. Space (before) 

2. Time (before) 

N. πρός (100-101) 
1. Space (by, to, against, at, beside) 

2. Time – with an accusative, indicates a period of time (for). 

3. Purpose (for) 

4. Result (resulting in) 

5. Association (with, among) 

6. Reference (with reference to) 

7. Correspondence (according to) 

8. Comparison (to be compared) 

9. Opposition (against) 

10. Reason – not common (because) 

O. σύν (101) – accompaniment or association (with). 

P. ὐπέρ (101-102) 
1. Benefaction – with the genitive (for the benefit of, for). 

2. Substitution – with the genitive (in place of). 

3. Reason (because) 

4. Reference (in reference to, concerning) 

5. Comparison with the accusative, expresses comparison with the sense of 

excelling or surpassing something else (greater than). 

Q. ὐπό (102-103) 
1. Space (under) 

2. Agency – with the genitive, expresses the agent of passive verbs (by). 

3. Reason – doesn’t express an instrument used by a rational being, but 

unintentional cause (because, by reason of). 

4. Authority – denotes the person, institution, or power that exercises control or 

authority over someone or something (under). 
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III. Improper Prepositions (103) – do not combine with verb roots to form compound words. 

Besides functioning in prepositional phrases, most also function as adverbs and some as 

conjunctions. More common ones are ἄχρι (until), ἔµπροσθεν (before), ἕνεκα (on 

account of), ἐνώπιον (in the presence of), ἔξω (outside), ἐπάνω (above), ἕως (as far 

as), πέραν (on the other side), χωρίς (without), ἅµα (together with), ἐγγύς (near). 

Most occur with the genitive. 

IV. Prepositions in Composition (103-104) – prepositions are often prefixed to verbs. Their 

use can be classified under three headings: 

1. A sense which can be expressed by the separate preposition. 

2. A perfective sense which intensifies the meaning of the verb. 

3. A sense that has so coalesced with the verb that it has lost or defies 

explanation. 
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Ch. 7 – Present, Imperfect and Future 
� Tense traditionally means time and aspect (105-106). Many question whether time is 

indicated by morphology. Perhaps time is represented more by contextual, lexical and 

discourse features of the text. “Nevertheless, there is still merit in the traditional view that 

temporal distinctions are grammaticalized in the indicative mood, even though it results in a 

greater number of anomalies.” 

� Aspect (106): the subjective conception of an action by the speaker or writer, not the 

objective nature of the event. One’s perception of the action. 

� Aktionsart (106): actual objective nature of an action. 

� The verb system is divided into three aspects (106): 

1. Perfective [Aorist] (106) – the speaker or writer perceives the verbal idea in 

its entirety as a single, undivided whole (ex: a person in a helicopter viewing a 

parade as a whole). 

2. Imperfective [Present/Imperfect] (106) – the speaker perceives the verbal idea 

as an event in progress (ex: a person sits in the grandstand and watches one 

float at a time pass by). 

3. Stative [Perfect/Pluperfect] (106) – the speaker conceives the verbal idea as a 

condition or state of affairs (ex: when the parade manager considers all the 

arrangements, conditions and accompanying events in existence at the 

parade). 

I. Present (107-113) – part of the imperfective aspect (communicating a progressive notion 

of an event). 

A. Descriptive Present (107-108) – highlights the progressive nature of an action taking 

place at the time of speaking. The time frame is determined by context. Best rendered 

by the present continuous tense (John is riding his horse). 

B. Iterative Present (108-109) – the repetition of the same action. It may refer to a 

custom or habitual practice. It may be helpful to translate using an adverb of 

frequency, such as “always,” usually,” “customarily,” or “normally.” 

C. Tendential Present (109) – refers to an action that was begun, attempted, or proposed, 

but not carried out. Action may be intended but not undertaken, or started but not 

completed. It may be helpful to translate with such words as “try,” “trying,” 

“attempting,” or “contemplating.” 

D. Historical Present (110) – normally interpreted rhetorically, to vividly bring a past 

event before the reader. Also, may be understood as giving prominence to the 

beginning of a paragraph, the introduction of new participants, or to a change in 

setting. Possibly a matter of style. Translate with a simple past tense. 

E. Gnomic Present (110-111) – conveys either actions that are omnitemporal (always 

happens), or concepts that are timeless (outside the limitations of time). May be 

translated with “always,” “ever,” or “never.” 

F. Futuristic Present (111) – the present is often used with a future reference. It is as if 

the future event is regarded as so certain that it is expressed as being in progress. The 

context supplies the future connotation; the present form supplies the speaker’s 

perception of a process. Translate as a future or with a phrase such as “going to.” 

G. Durative Present (111-112) – the context conveys an action that began in the past and 

continues into the present. The time element is often explicit in the context. May be 

translated with the present perfect (“he has been…” or “they have been…”). 
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H. Present of Existing Results [perfective present] (112) – focuses on the enduring 

consequence of a past act, as if the act continued through its results. Context makes 

clear that the act is past. The present grammaticalizes the perceived progressive 

nature of the results. 

I. Performative Present (112-113) – accomplishes something by merely uttering it. The 

action is perceived almost instantaneously as the notion of progress is reduced to the 

circumstances of the utterance. 

II. Imperfect (113-119) – part of the imperfective aspect. Commonly found in historical 

narrative. “…they appear to express continuous action in the past.” 

A. Descriptive Imperfect (113-114) – paints a picture of the unfolding, progressive 

nature of a past event. Time frame comes from context. “The aorist tells the simple 

story. The imperfect draws the picture. It helps you to see the course of the act. It 

passes before the eye the flowing stream of history” (Robertson). 

B. Iterative Imperfect (114) – an action that occurs at repeated intervals. This includes 

customs and habits. May be translated with words such as “kept on,” “repeatedly,” 

“used to,” and “were accustomed to.” The iterative idea and past time frame come 

from the context and verb stem. The tense morphology contributes the idea of a 

perceived continual process. 

C. Tendential Imperfect (114-115) – an action that was begun, attempted of proposed, 

but not carried out. May be translated with such words as “trying,” or “attempting.” 

D. Inceptive Imperfect [ingressive imperfect] (115) – focuses on the beginning of an 

action. The time frame and inceptive idea come from the context and the verbal idea. 

The inceptive idea can be translated with words such as “began,” “was beginning,” or 

“started.” 

E. Durative Imperfect [progressive imperfect] (115-116) – an action that began in the 

past, continued for some time, and may or may not be separated by an interval from 

the time frame of the speaker.  The temporal and durative ideas are derived from 

context. There are two types: 

1. Without interval (115) – When the context indicates a past durative action that 

continues up to the time frame of the speaker, it is best translated as a perfect 

(have been). 

2. Interval (115-116) – When the context indicates a past durative action that 

preceded another event mentioned in the context, it is best translated as a past 

perfect (had been). 

F. Voluntative Imperfect (116) – expresses a continuing desire that is not being realized. 

The desire has a present reference. There are several nuances: 

1. It can be used to express the speaker’s non-fulfillment in a polite way. 

2. It can be used to state the speaker’s desire in an inoffensive way to avoid 

undue implications of a more direct statement. 

3. It may be used for a desire which is impossible to fulfill. 

III. Future (117-119) – might be best to view the future as grammaticalizing the speaker’s 

expectation of a possible event. 

A. Predictive Future (117) – used to predict a future event. 

B. Progressive Future (117) – sometimes the verbal idea and/or context suggests that the 

expected event is progressive. 

C. Imperatival Future (118) – used to express commands. 
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D. Deliberative Future (118) – often used in questions where there is some uncertainty as 

to one’s direction. They may be: 

1. Real questions that ask for the advice or judgment of another 

2. Rhetorical questions in which the speaker is debating with himself what to do 

3. Rhetorical questions that challenge the readers to ponder the implications of 

the question and respond appropriately 

E. Gnomic Future (119) – may be used to express timeless truths or omnitemporal 

actions (although the gnomic idea is more often expressed by the present or aorist). 
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Ch. 8 – Aorist, Perfect, and Pluperfect 

I. Aorist (121-126) – the action is viewed as a whole, not necessarily punctiliar (point in 

time). In narratives, the aorist is the normal tense for narrative. In contrast, the present 

and imperfect are used to introduce significant information and to highlight certain 

features of the story. 

A. Constative Aorist [historical aorist] (122-123) – expresses the complete action 

without regard to the length of time it took to accomplish it. The actual length of time 

the action took is determined by the verbal idea and context. It may be: 

1. In a moment in time 

2. During a succession of events 

3. Over an extended period of time 

B. Ingressive Aorist [inceptive aorist] (123) – the contextual focus is on the beginning of 

an action or an entrance into a state. May be translated with “began” or “became.” 

C. Culminative Aorist (123-124) – the contextual focus is on the completion of an action 

which then often issues into another action or state. Usually occurs with verbs that 

imply an effort or a process. Normally translated with a perfect tense. 

D. Gnomic Aorist (124) – can be either omnitemporal (happens or exists all the time), or 

timeless (lies beyond time). Normally rendered by a present tense. In contrast with a 

gnomic present, it highlights the speaker’s perception of the actions or events in their 

entirety. 

E. Epistolary Aorist (124-125) – refers to a writer placing himself in the time frame of 

his future readers. Normally rendered with the present or future tense. 

F. Futuristic Aorist (125-126) – the aorist used with reference to a future event. The 

proleptic aorist (referring to future events as if they had already happened) fits in this 

category. 

G. Dramatic Aorist (126) – the aorist used in reference to actions that just happened. The 

context indicates that the action was sudden and lingers on into the present. Often 

translated as a perfect tense with the word “just.” 

II. Perfect (126-129) – member of the Stative aspect where the speaker conceives the verbal 

idea as a condition or state of affairs. 

A. Consummative Perfect (126-127) – when the verbal idea and context suggest that the 

state of affairs had continued for a while but has now come to an end. 

B. Iterative Perfect (127) – the context suggests that the state of affairs took place at 

intervals. 

C. Intensive Perfect (127-128) – when the context depicts a prior act which issued in a 

new state of affairs. How long the new state continues is contingent on context. 

D. Dramatic Perfect (128) – sometimes used to vividly describe a past state of affairs. 

Will normally be translated with a simple past. 

E. Perfect of Present State (128) – often the context, verbal idea, and perfect form will 

convey a present state with no antecedent action. It is common with verbs of 

knowing, etc. 

F. Gnomic Perfect (128-129) – omnitemporal action or timeless truth. 

III. Pluperfect (129-130) – like the perfect, but placed antecedent to the temporal framework 

of the passage (past continuous force). It may indicate a state of affairs or “remoteness.” 

A. Consummative Pluperfect (129) – when the context indicates that a state of affairs is 

finished and that some event separates it from the main event line or from the time of 
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the speaker. Since the time frame is antecedent to the context, it is translated as a past 

perfect. 

B. Intensive Pluperfect (129) – focuses on [emphasizes] a state that is concurrent with 

the time frame of the context. Translated as a simple past in historical narrative. 

C. Pluperfect of Past State (130) – most pluperfects convey (along with verbal idea and 

context) a past state with no antecedent action [simple descriptive]. The majority of 

pluperfects fall into this category, but there are only five verbs represented: οἶδα 

(32x), ἵστηµι (14x), εἴωθα (2x), πείθω (1x), and παρίστηµι (1x). 

D. Iterative Pluperfect (130) – on rare occasions the context suggests an iterative force. 
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Ch. 9 – Voice and Mood 

I. Voice (133-136) – conveys the relation of the subject to the action of the verb. Generally 

speaking, the active voice indicates that the subject performs the action; the middle voice 

indicates that the subject participates in the results of the action; the passive voice 

indicates that the subject receives the action. Stative verbs (e.g., εἰµί) have no voice. 

A. Active Voice (133-134) 

1. Simple Active (133) – most common. Indicates that the subject directly 

performs the action. 

2. Causative active (133-134) – the active voice is used when the subject 

indirectly causes the action to take place. Sometimes the verb is causative and 

sometimes it is indicated by context. 

3. Reflexive active (134) – the subject acts upon itself (like a direct middle) 

when used with a reflexive pronoun. 

B. Middle Voice (134-135) – English has no middle voice. In Greek it is not always 

reflexive. The basic notion is that the subject intimately participates in the results of 

the action. It is the voice of personal involvement. Although deponent verbs are 

translated as active, they often convey the idea of interest or involvement. 

1. Direct Middle [reflexive middle] (134) – the subject performs the action on 

itself (relatively rare). 

2. Indirect Middle (134-135) – conveys the subject’s special interest in the 

action. The subject may do something: 

a. In reference to itself 

b. By itself, or 

c. In reference to others with whom it is intimately and personally 

involved 

3. Permissive Middle (135) – the subject may either seek to have an action done 

in regards to itself or permit it to take place. 

4. Reciprocal Middle (135) – sometimes the plural subject of the middle verb 

interacts with other members of the subject. 

5. Deponent Middle (135) – has a middle voice form but active voice meaning 

(most middle voice verbs in the NT are deponent). 

C. Passive Voice (135-136) 

1. Thematizing the Subject (135) – keeps the topic of the passage or the previous 

subject as the subject of the sentence (most common function of the passive 

voice in the NT). 

2. Omitting the Agent (135-136) – agent in an active sentence can be omitted in 

a passive sentence. The theological passive may be used to avoid using the 

name of God (circumvents frivolous use of the sacred name). Also may be 

used if the agent is irrelevant or obvious. 

3. Emphasizing the Agent (136) – when the agent is named in the passive it is 

part of a prepositional phrase with ἀπό, διά, ἐκ, παρά, or ὐπό. 

4. Passive with the Middle Sense (136) – Sometimes the passive will have a 

middle meaning. 

5. Deponent Passive (136) – Some verbs with passive forms have active 

meanings. 
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II. Mood (136-145) – indicates how the speaker regards what he or she is saying with 

respect to its factuality. Generally, speaking, the indicative represents something as 

factual, the subjunctive represents something as possible, the optative represents 

something as a wish, and the imperative represents something as a command. 

A. Indicative (136-137) – presents an action or state as if it were a reality. It may or may 

not be objectively true. 

1. Declarative Indicative (137) – makes a statement or an assertion. 

2. Interrogative Indicative (137) – used in questions. 

3. Indicative of Command (137) – the future indicative can be used as a 

command. 

4. Indicative of Obligation (137) – used to express obligation with δεῖ or 
ὀφείλω. 

5. Indicative of Wish (137) – used to express a wish with verbs such as θέλω, 
βούλοµαι, and ὄφελον.  

6. Indicative of Condition (137) – indicative verbs are found in first and second 

class conditions. 
B. Subjunctive (137-140) – conveys the idea that the speaker regards what is expressed 

by the verb as a possibility, supposition or desire rather than fact. “It appears to 

express more of a visualization of the action becoming factual than the optative. The 

potential moods do not grammaticalize an objective future reference, only a 

subjective projection beyond the present.” 

1. Subjunctive in Dependent Clauses (138-139) – the most common use of the 

subjunctive. Some of the more common clauses are: 

a. Purpose clauses formed with ἵνα (or ὅπως) + subjunctive. 

b. Result clauses formed with ἵνα + subjunctive. 

c. Third class conditional clauses formed with ἐάν + subjunctive. 

d. Indefinite local clauses formed with ὅπου and either ἄν or ἐάν + 

subjunctive. 

e. Temporal clauses formed with ὅταν or various words meaning “until” 

+ subjunctive. 

f. Noun clauses formed with ἵνα + subjunctive. The ἵνα may be the 

object of the verb and function as a noun clause of indirect discourse. 

May also form a noun clause of apposition. 

g. Relative clauses formed with ἄν or ἐάν + subjunctive. 

2. Deliberative Subjunctive (139) – used in questions in which there is some 

uncertainty as to one’s direction. The speaker is: 

a. Asking others for guidance regarding the proper course of action (an 

answer is expected). 

b. Debating with him or herself about what to do (a rhetorical question 

where no answer is expected). 

c. Challenging the audience to ponder the implications of the question. 

3. Subjunctive of Emphatic Negation (139) – the aorist subjunctive with οὐ µή 

is used to emphatically deny that something will happen. May be translated as 

an emphatic negative future tense using “never.” (“they will never…”). The 

future indicative can be used, but it is not as frequent. 
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4. Subjunctive of Prohibition (139-140) – a negative command can be formed in 

one of four ways (139): 

a. With µή and the present imperative (the present indicating that the 

speaker views the prohibition as a process or something that pertains 

to habitual activities) 

b. With µή and the aorist subjunctive (the aorist indicating a prohibition 

of the action in its totality, although depending on context it can have 

an ingressive idea) 

c. With οὐ and the future indicative 

d. With µή and the aorist imperative (sometimes) 

5. Hortatory Subjunctive (140) – a first person plural subjunctive used when the 

speaker exhorts the audience to join him or her in a certain way. Usually 

translated with “let us.” May be present (indicating a progressive idea) or 

aorist (indicating that the exhortation is conceived of as a whole). 

C. Optative (140-141) – not common in the NT (68x). The speaker regards what is 

expressed by the verb as a wish or an uncertainty. Appears to express more hesitation 

than the subjunctive. 

1. Optative of Wish or Prayer (140-141)– most often in liturgical or devotional 

contexts (formal benedictions, prayers, blessings, imprecations and pious 

rejections, etc.). µη γένοιτο is used 15x and expresses a “strong rejection 

based on devotion to truth.” 

2. Optative of Deliberation (141) – used in questions (usually indirect) when the 

speaker is pondering such things as the meaning of something, the identity of 

someone, the truth of something, what should be done, whether something is 

able to be done, or what happened. Second most common use of the optative. 

3. Optative of Possibility (141) – a few optatives occur in the protasis (“if” 

clause) of conditional sentences. 

D. Imperative (141-145) – expresses an attempt to bring about a desired action through 

the agency of another, that is, to impose one’s will on another or to give another 

direction. It is the speaker’s perception of an activity that could become factual 

provided the directions were acted upon. 

1. Imperative of Command (141-143) – most common use of the imperative. The 

present imperative sees the command as a process, and calls attention to the 

details or individual segments of the activity. The aorist imperative focuses 

attention on the action as a whole. Passive imperatives include 1) those in 

which the recipient allows the action to take place, and 2) those in which the 

recipient has a responsibility to see that the action gets done. 

2. Imperative of Prohibition (143-144) – present imperatives preceded by µή are 

used in negative commands that convey a process. Has the idea of habit or 

lifestyle, and focuses on the details one encounters as the injunctions are 

undertaken. µή with the present imperative does not mean “stop doing…” 

unless the context suggests that the undesired action is in progress. 

3. Imperative of Entreaty (144-145) – when the strength of a command would be 

improper because of the social positions of the parties involved, the 

imperative may indicate a polite request. Often found in prayers or 

imperatives that express invitations. 
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4. Imperative of Permission (145) – an imperative can be used to grant 

permission. Often occurs when a superior addresses an inferior. 

5. Imperative of Condition (145) – an imperative can function as a conditional. 

6. Imperative of Greeting (145) – greetings are often expressed with an 

imperative. 

7. Imperative of Warning (145) – translated with expressions such as “look out,” 

“beware,” or “take care that,” depending on the verb used. 
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Ch. 10 – Participles 

� Verbal Adjectives (147). Like a verb they have aspect and voice and may take an object. Like 

an adjective they have gender, number, and case, and will agree with a noun or pronoun in a 

sentence. 

� The participle usually translates into English as an adverbial or adjectival clause; thus, the 

modifying force is central to most of its functions (147). 

� The participle is timeless (147). The tense indicators merely indicate aspect.
3
 

I. Participles Functioning in Noun Phrases [substantival participle] (148-150) – usually 

preceded by an article. It functions like a noun. 

A. Subject (148) – often an article and a participle can be transformed into a noun rather 

than a relative clause (i.e. the sower, the thief, the judge). The time frame of the 

participle is determined by contextual pointers. 

B. Direct Object (149-150) 

1. Regular direct object (149) 

2. Indirect discourse (149) – a noun phrase direct object that follows a verb of 

speaking. It is the report of what someone said, not the actual words being 

quoted. It is usually formed with ὅτι but can also be formed with an infinitive 

or participle. When the participle is used, the participle and its subject will be 

in the accusative case, since they are the object of the verb of speaking. 

3. Direct object after verbs of perception and cognition [ex: ἀκούω, βλέπω, 
γινώσκω, εἶδον, εὐρίσκω, θεωρέω, οἶδα or ὁράω] (149) – functions in 

the same way as participles following verbs of speaking, except that they and 

their subjects can take oblique cases (case other than nominative). 

4. Compliment after other verbs (149-150) – completes the meaning and 

syntactical structure of the predicate. Often found with verbs of ceasing and 

completing. 

C. Indirect Object (150) – participles can function as the person or thing indirectly 

affected by the action of the verb. 

D. Object of Preposition (150) 

E. Apposition (150) – follows another substantive and explains or identifies the first by 

giving more specific information. 

F. Predicate Nominative (150) – functions as the compliment of the copulative (linking) 

verb. It will identify or qualify the subject. 

II. Participles Functioning in Adjectival Phrases (150-152) – modifies a noun or pronoun. It 

will agree with the word it modifies in gender, number and case. It functions in three 

ways: 

A. Restrictive Adjective Phrases (151) – a phrase that is essential for the proper 

identification of the head noun. It limits the noun to a particular individual, thing, or 

group in order for the readers to identify it. This is the most common type of 

adjectival participle. It exists in three forms: 

1. Article-participle-noun 

2. Article-noun-article-participle – most common form. Context determines the 

tense of the participle. 

3. Noun-Participle 

                                                 
3
 This is debated. See Wallace, Daniel B., Greek Grammar beyond the Basics (623-626) for another view on the 

adverbial temporal participle. 
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B. Descriptive (non-restrictive) Adjective Phrases (151) – When the readers already 

know what is being discussed, a modifier is not necessary to identify the head term 

for them. The modifier simply gives additional description. 

C. Predicate Adjective (151-152) – used with a linking verb, it makes a descriptive 

affirmation about the subject. A predicate adjective emphasizes the attributing of a 

quality to someone or thing, as opposed to a periphrastic construction (see below) 

which communicates a progressive notion where the verbal idea of the participle is 

emphasized. 

III. Participles Functioning in Adverbial Phrases (152-160) – modifies the verb of a main 

clause or a subordinate clause. The particular way they modify the verb is not 

grammaticalized in Greek; the adverbial force can usually be determined by analyzing the 

relationship between the participle and verb in light of the context. Adverbial participles 

are never preceded by an article. If the participle is in the nominative case, its subject will 

be the same as the subject of the sentence. If it is in an oblique case, then its subject will 

be another noun in the sentence with which it will agree. 

A. Time (153) – If the participle is interpreted as conveying a temporal relation to the 

leading verb, insert “when,” “while,” or “after” at the beginning of the adverb clause. 

The adverbial conjunction used is determined by the context, not morphology. Aspect 

is more influential – “while” is more likely with present participle, “when” with the 

aorist. 

B. Manner (153-154) – tells how something is done. Often translated with an adverb of 

manner. [It is descriptive. It describes the style or emotion with which the action is 

done.]. (John vigorously hit the ball.) 

C. Means [instrumental] (154) – used to convey the means by which a person 

accomplishes something. The key to distinguishing between means and manner is by 

seeing if the phrase “by means of” can be inserted in the translation. (John hit the ball 

with a bat.) 

D. Reason [causal] (154-155) – the unintentional cause that brought about some 

circumstance. Translate as “because” or “for.” 

E. Grounds (155) – gives the grounds for a conclusion or exhortation. It is the evidence 

or facts upon which a conclusion or exhortation is based. To see if it classifies as 

grounds, insert “therefore in conclusion” before the main clause (but in translation, 

just add “since” before the participial clause. 

F. Condition (155-156) – states a condition that, when fulfilled, issues into a certain 

consequence indicated by the main clause. Thus, the participle functions as a verb in 

the protasis (“if” clause) of a conditional sentence. 

G. Concession (156) – states a circumstance in spite of which the action or state of the 

main verb is realized. The main clause is therefore contrary to what one would 

expect. Insert “although” or “though” at the beginning of the adverbial clause. 

H. Purpose [telic, or final participle] (156-157) – reveals the intent behind the action of 

the leading verb. May be translated using “to,” “in order to,” “for the purpose of,” or 

“so that…might.” 

I. Result (157) – debated. Refers to the consequence of an action, and is translated “so 

that” or “with the result that.” If legitimate, it is rare. 

J. Attendant Circumstance [circumstantial] (158-159) – expresses an action or 

circumstance that accompanies the action of the leading verb. Translate the participle 
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as a finite verb of the same mood as the leading verb and insert “and.” Even though 

“and” is inserted, the participle is subordinate to the main verb, not coordinate. When 

used with an infinitive, translate as a second infinitive and connect with the first 

infinitive with the word “and.” 

K. Genitive Absolute (159) – consists of a participle and noun, both in the genitive case. 

Occasionally the noun is absent. It functions as a subordinate adverbial clause, 

modifying the leading verb with one of the above adverbial uses, most often time or 

reason. The genitive noun is the subject, and the genitive participle is the verb. Not all 

genitive participles are absolutes. It almost always seems to serve as a switch 

reference device. It also seems to have a discourse function at the beginning of 

paragraphs (or subparagraphs) to indicate a change in setting (especially in 

narratives). 

L. Pleonastic Participles (160) – redundant expressions involving participles and verbs 

of speaking. There are two types of pleonastic participles: 

1. participle-verb (“having answered he said”) 

2. verb-participle (“he spoke saying”) 

IV. Participles Functioning as Verbs (160-162) 

A. Imperatival Participles (160) – debated. The participle is used as an imperative (ex: 1 

Pet. 3:1). 

B. Indicative Participles (160) – the participle can function as an indicative verb. 

C. Periphrastic Participles (161-162) – the use of several words when one would do. It is 

a roundabout way of speaking or writing. Usually constructed with a linking verb 

(εἰµί, γίνοµαι, ὑπάρχω, or even ἔχω) and a participle. The interpretation should be 

in accordance with the aspect of the participle. Periphrasis may add emphasis. 

1. Present periphrastic (161) – constructed with a present form of εἰµί and a 

present participle. 

2. Imperfect periphrastic (161) – constructed with an imperfect form of εἰµί and 

a present participle (very common). 

3. Future periphrastic (161-162) – constructed with a future form of εἰµί and a 

present participle. Translated as a progressive future (you will be catching) 

4. Perfect periphrastic (162) – constructed with a present form of εἰµί and a 

perfect participle. It enhances the force of the perfect. 

5. Pluperfect periphrastic (162) – constructed with a imperfect form of εἰµί and a 

perfect participle (fairly common). 

6. Future perfect periphrastic (162) – constructed with a future form of εἰµί and 

a perfect participle (rare). Translated “shall have been.” 
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Ch. 11 – Infinitives 

� Verbal nouns (165). Like verbs, infinitives have aspect and voice. Its noun characteristics are 

not grammaticalized on the infinitive form, but are sometimes found on accompanying 

articles. 

� Temporal relation to the rest of the sentence is determined by context, not form. 

I. Infinitives Functioning in Adverbial Phrases (165-172) – function adverbially alone, 

preceded by a genitive article, or as the object of a preposition in a prepositional phrase 

functioning adverbially. 

A. Time (166-167) – expresses the relative time of the main verb in relation to the action 

expressed by the infinitive. Often cannot be translated literally into English. 

1. Antecedent time (166) – the action of the main verb takes place before the 

action of the infinitive. Translate with “before.” May be expressed with πρὸ 
τοῦ + infinitive, πρίν + infinitive, or πρὶν ἤ + infinitive. 

2. Contemporaneous time (166) – the action of the main verb takes place at the 

same time as the action of the infinitive. Translate with “when,” “while,” “as,” 

or “just as.” Commonly expressed by ἐν τῷ + infinitive (although it could be 

subsequent, and is not always temporal). 

3. Subsequent time (167) – the action of the main verb takes place after the 

action expressed by the infinitive. Translate with “after.” Expressed by µετὰ 
τὸ + infinitive. 

B. Reason (167) – expresses the unintentional cause for what took place. Most 

commonly expressed by διὰ τό + infinitive. Also expressed by ἐν τῷ + infinitive. 

Translate with “because.” 

C. Purpose (168-169) – expresses the intent or goal for which something is done. 

Translate with “in order to/that,” “so that,” “for the purpose of,” or “that…might…” 

Often after verbs of motion, sending, giving and choosing. Various constructions can 

express purpose: 

1. Simple infinitive 

2. Infinitive with εἰς τό 

3. Infinitive with τοῦ 

4. Infinitive with πρὸς τό (almost always expresses purpose) 

5. Infinitive with ὥστε (uncommon) 

6. Infinitive with ὡς (2x) 

D. Result (169-171) – expresses the consequence of an action, whether intentional or 

unintentional. Translate with “that,” “so that,” or “as a result.” May be expressed by: 

1. Infinitive with ὥστε (most common) 

2. Simple infinitive 

3. Infinitive with εἰς τό 

4. Infinitive with τοῦ -  

E. Means [instrumental infinitive] (171-172) – expresses the means by which an action 

is done. 

1. Simple infinitive 

2. Infinitive with ἐν τῷ 

3. Infinitive with ἐκ τοῦ 

F. Manner (172) – expresses the way in which an action is done (rare). 

1. Infinitive with εἰς τό 
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2. Infinitive with πρὸς τό 

G. Explaining an Adjective [epexegetical] (172) – explains or modifies adjectives such 

as ἄξιος, δυνατός, ἕτοιµος, and ἱκανός. 

II. Infinitives Functioning as Nouns (172-175) 

A. Subject (172-173) – when acting as the subject, the infinitive will always be 

impersonal. 

1. Subject of impersonal verbs (172-173) – infinitives often function as the 

subject of impersonal verbs such as δεῖ and ἔξεστιν. 

2. Subject of εἰµί (173) - usually anarthrous. Sometimes the verb must be 

supplied. 

3. Subject of passive verbs (173) 

4. Subject of other verbs (173) – such as δοκέω, συµφέρει, and γίνοµαι 
(translated “it came to pass”). 

B. Direct Object (173-174) – infinitives may function as direct objects, either alone or as 

part of a larger noun phrase. 

1. Natural Compliment (173-174) – some verbs require an additional thought to 

complete the verbal sense. Infinitives may function as the compliment (rarely 

with an article). Verbs that require a compliment express: will/desire, 

intention, permission, ability, worthiness, and obligation. 

2. Direct object of verbs denoting mental activity (174) – with verbs such as 

δοκέω, ἐλπίζω, κρίνω, λογίζοµαι, and νοµίζω. 

3. Indirect discourse (174) – with verbs of speaking such as αἰτέω, ἐρωτάω, 
εὔχοµαι, κελεύω, λέγω, etc. 

4. Regular direct object (174) 

C. Apposition (174-175) – may function as a noun in apposition to a preceding noun or 

pronoun. 

III. Infinitives Functioning as Adjectives [epexegetical] (175) – Infinitives may function as a 

modifier by defining, limiting, or explaining a noun or adjective (usually anarthrous). 

IV. Infinitives Functioning as Main Verbs (175-176) 

A. Imperatives (175-176) – Infinitives may occasionally function as an imperatival main 

verb in an independent clause. 

B. Periphrasis for Future Verb (176) – µέλλω with the infinitive is often translated as a 

simple future, although the event is conceived to be immanent or to take place very 

soon. 

V. Infinitives Functioning as Interjections [infinitive absolute] (176) – three times the 

infinitive of χαίρω is used as an interjection of greeting. 
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Ch. 12 – Conjunctions 

� A conjunction is used to link words, phrases, clauses, sentences, or paragraphs (179). 

Coordinating conjunctions connect units of equal structure rank. Subordinating conjunctions 

connect dependent clauses to independent (main) clauses. 

I. Conjunctions and Relationships (179-180) 

A. Sentences Beginning with a Conjunction (179-180) 

1. Most sentences in the NT begin with a conjunction. NT writers used 

conjunctions to indicate semantic relationships between sentences and 

paragraphs (179). 

2. Often γάρ is used to show that one sentence or paragraph gives the reason, 

grounds or explanation for another; οὖν is used to show that one unit is the 

conclusion of another (179-180). 

3. Semantically, reason, grounds and explanation give support to another unit 

that is more prominent, and a conclusion is more prominent than the grounds 

or evidence on which it is based (179-180). 

B. Absence of a Conjunction at the Beginning of a Sentence [asyndeton] (180) 

1. Often used to gain a desired rhetorical effect. 

2. May introduce major sections or reflect urgency, excitement, rapidity of 

thought, etc. 

II. The Major Conjunctions (180-192) – There are more than these and other meanings than 

the ones listed, especially when used in combination with other conjunctions, particles 

and adverbs. 

C. ἀλλά (180-181) 
1. Contrast – coordinating adversative. Marks a contrast between two elements 

(but, however). Normally stronger than δέ. Semantically, propositions 

introduced with adversative conjunctions are more prominent than the 

propositions with which they are contrasted. 

2. Emphasis – functions as an emphatic particle (indeed). Common with καί, γέ, 
ἤ, or οὐδέ. When used with an imperative, it strengthens the command (now, 

then). 

3. Exclusion – sometimes functions as the equivalent of ἐὰν µή (except). 

4. Transition – marks a transition to a new topic or thought (now). 

D. ἄρα (181) 
1. Conclusion [inferential] – draws a conclusion from previous statements (so, 

then, therefore, consequently). Paul often uses ἄρα οὖν (so then), which is an 

emphatically inferential connective. 

2. Emphasis – functions as an emphatic particle (indeed). Could also function as 

an interrogative; indicate impatience, possibility, uncertainty, interest or 

surprise. 

E. γάρ (182-183) – can be coordinating or subordinating. Unlike English, in Greek it 

can function as a subordinate link to independent sentences or paragraphs. 
1. Reason [causal use] – unintentional cause that brought about a certain result 

(because, for). Part of a direct cause/effect relationship. 

2. Grounds [causal use] – basis or supporting evidence for a conclusion, question 

or exhortation (since, for). Not part of a direct cause/effect relationship. 
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3. Explanation – introduces an explanatory statement (for, for instance, for 

example, that is, etc.). Semantically an explanation is less prominent than 

what is being clarified, even when it happens to be a grammatically 

independent unit. 

4. Emphasis – as an emphatic particle (indeed, certainly, surely, actually, etc.). 

5. Transition – indicates the transition of a discourse into a new discussion 

(moreover, now, and, or left untranslated). 

F. δέ (183-184) 
1. Contrast – marks a contrast between two elements (but, however, yet). It is 

weaker than ἀλλά but the contrast can still be rather pronounced. The contrast 

is more pronounced when paired with µέν. 

2. Addition – joins members in an additive relation (and). Sometimes used in 

sequential sense. 

3. Transition – often introduces a shift or change in thought in narrative 

discourse: a new development, the introduction of a new character, a change 

in setting, the introduction of parenthetical material, or resumption of main 

event line. An important function of δέ is to shift the reader off the main event 

line (for background information or parenthetical material) and then back to it. 

It can also indicate movement from one episode to another in narrative (now, 

then, or left untranslated). When used with a nominative case article it can be 

used as a switch reference device, showing shift in subject (Ch. 4). 

4. Explanation – rare; could be classified under “transition” indicating a shift to 

parenthetical information (now). 

5. Emphasis – (indeed, certainly) 

G. διό (184) 
1. Conclusion – strong inferential conjunction introducing a conclusion 

(therefore, wherefore). 

H. ἐάν (184) 
1. Condition – use with the subjunctive mood in third class conditional 

sentences. 

2. Time – can function as a temporal conjunction to convey a future event that is 

contemporaneous with another event (when). 

3. Indefiniteness – often used as a modal particle after relatives to make them 

indefinite (whoever, wherever, whatever). 

4. Exclusion – ἐὰν µή serves as a negative condition or exception clause (unless, 

if not, except). 

I. εἰ (185-186) 
1. Condition – introduces a premise (protasis) in first, second, and fourth class 

conditional sentences (if). See chapter 15. 

2. Grounds – often introduces the grounds for a conclusion or exhortation 

(since). About 1/3 of the sentences with the form of first class conditions 

semantically convey a grounds-conclusion relationship. These should not be 

classified as conditional sentences. 

3. Concession – εἰ καί (and) introduces a concession clause (although). 

(Sometimes εἰ alone introduces a concession clause; καὶ εἰ is probably 

conditional rather than concessional.) Sentences that convey a concession-
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contraexpectation relation between propositions should not be classified as 

conditional even though they have the form of a first class condition. The first 

proposition expresses a situation which one expects to turn out a certain way, 

the second states the unexpected results. 

4. Noun Clauses – functions as a complementizer to transform an embedded 

sentence into a compliment noun clause. Common with verbs of emotion and 

wonder, as well as other verbs. 

5. Questions – functions as an interrogative particle introducing direct or indirect 

questions (yes/no, not content questions). 

a. When εἰ introduces a direct question it will be untranslated. 

b. When εἰ introduces an indirect question, it can be translated “whether” 

or “if.” 

6. Emphasis – functions as an emphatic particle (indeed, surely, etc). 

J. ἤ (180) 
1. disjunctive (or) 

K. ἵνα (186-187) 
Purpose – with the subjunctive or future indicative, ἵνα often forms a purpose 

clause (in order that, that, so that). 

Noun Clauses: 

a. Compliment clause: with the subjunctive, ἵνα may serve as a 

compliment noun clause after verbs of speaking, wishing, 

asking/praying or exhorting. 

b. Subject clause: with the subjunctive, ἵνα may form a clause 

functioning as the subject of a verb. 

c. Appositional clause: with the subjunctive, ἵνα may form a noun clause 

in apposition to another noun. 

d. Others including epexegetical and predicate nominative. 

Result – not common. 

Imperative – debatable. Most examples could be an elliptical verb + ἵνα 

expressing purpose, result, or a noun clause. 

Time – sometimes the formula ἔρχεται ὥρα ἵνα is used in place of ἔρχεται ὥρα 
ὅτε. 

L. καί (187-189) – basically joins two coordinate elements, but semantically displays a 

wide variety of meaning (possible due to the influence of the Hebrew waw 

consecutive). 
1. Addition 

a. Simple additive – most common use of καί. Joins two coordinate 

elements without specifying relationship or focus (and). 

b. Combining additive – the correlative expression καί…καί (both…and) 

combines two elements into a single unit. 

c. Discourse additive – usually functions in narrative to join elements 

that continue the main line of the plot (contrast with δέ above). 

d. Focusing additive – adds something to the discussion and at the same 

time highlights it. 

i. Ascensive (even) – focusing addition that further develops the 

previous thought. 
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ii. Adjunctive (also) – focusing addition that introduces another 

thought to the discussion. 

2. Emphasis – (indeed, certainly, etc.) 

3. Reason – (because) 

4. Contrast – as an adversative (but, and yet, however, nonetheless). 

5. Purpose – (in order that, etc.) 

6. Consequence – can introduce an apodosis to a conditional sentence (then). 

7. Concession – (though) 

8. Time – (when). Sometimes it is sequential (and then). 

9. Relative – (who) 

10. Conclusion – can introduce the conclusion to some facts or evidence (then) 

11. Comparison – (so) 

M. ὅπου (180) 
1. local (where) 

N. ὅπως (190) 
1. Purpose – with the subjunctive (in order that). 

2. Noun Clauses – with the subjunctive may be used with verbs of asking, 

exhorting or praying to form a compliment noun clause (that). 

O. ὅταν (180) 
1. temporal (when, whenever) 

P. ὅτε (180) 
1. temporal (when) 

Q. ὅτι (190-191) 
1. Reason [causal use] – unintentional cause that brought about a certain result 

(because, for). Part of a direct cause/effect relationship. 

2. Grounds [causal use] – basis or supporting evidence for a conclusion, question 

or exhortation (since, for). Not part of a direct cause/effect relationship. 

3. Noun Clauses: 

a. Compliment clause: complimentizer after verbs of speaking, 

perception, thinking and emotion (direct and indirect discourse). 

b. Subject clause: forms a clause that functions as the subject of a verb 

(that). 

c. Appositional clause: forms a noun clause that is in apposition to 

another noun. It often forms an appositional clause after a cataphoric 

demonstrative pronoun. 

4. Result – rare. 

R. οὖν (191) 
1. Conclusion – the primary use is as an inferential (therefore, then, 

consequently, accordingly). It signals that what follows is the conclusion or 

inference from what precedes. Semantically the conclusion is more prominent 

than its grounds or evidence, even though both units are grammatically 

independent and therefore syntactically coordinate. 

2. Transition – in narrative it is used to resume the main event line after an 

interruption (now, then). 
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3. Response – can function in narrative by introducing an action in response to a 

previous action or utterance (so, therefore, in reply). It continues the 

development of the plot line. 

4. Emphasis – functions as an emphatic particle (indeed, certainly, really, etc.). 

5. Contrast – as an adversative (but, however). 

S. ὡς (191-192) 
1. Comparison – introduces a comparison of words, phrases or clauses (as, like). 

Often conveys how something is done (functioning adverbially as manner). It 

can also function as a preposition. 

2. Time – (when, while) 

3. Purpose – (in order that) 

4. Reason – gives the reason for an action. 

5. Noun Clauses – introduces a compliment noun clause after verbs of knowing, 

speaking or hearing (equivalent to ὅτι). 
6. With Numbers – used adverbially (about) 

T. ὥστε (192) 
1. Conclusion – when followed by the indicative, ὥστε usually introduces a 

conclusion or inference (therefore). 

2. Result – when followed by an infinitive, ὥστε usually introduces a result. The 

result is most often unintentional (part of a reason-result relationship), but can 

indicate an intentional result (means-result relationship). 2x ὥστε expresses 

result with the indicative. Syntactically the result clause is subordinate, but 

semantically it could be the more prominent element (depending on context). 

3. Purpose – on a few occasions ὥστε expresses purpose with an infinitive. 
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Ch. 13 – Adverbs and Particles 

� Adverbs and particles are not inflected forms, that is, they do not have prefixes or suffixes 

(195). 

I. Adverbs (195-198) – modify verbs, adjectives or adverbs. Adverbial ideas are conveyed 

various ways (independent adverbs, adverbial conjunctions, prepositions, nouns, 

participles and infinitives). The present discussion concerns independent adverbial 

modifiers. Four basic categories: 

A. Adverbs of Time (195-196) 

1. Answer the question “when?” and generally precede the word modified. 

2. Examples: ἅπαξ (once), εὐθύς (immediately), νῦν (now), πάλιν (again), 
ποτέ (formerly), πρωΐ (early), ταχύ (soon, without delay, quickly 

[expressing immanency, not necessarily temporal proximity]), τότε (then). 

πότε is the interrogative adverb of time (when?). 

3. Adverbs (such as νῦν) may function as other parts of speech (adjectives, 

nouns). 

B. Adverbs of Place (196-197) 

1. Answers the question “where?” and generally follow the word modified. 

2. Examples: ἄνωθεν (either adverb of time [again], or adverb of place [from 

above]), ἐκεῖ (there), κύκλω ͅ(around), ὧδε (here). The suffix –θεν denotes 

“place from which.” ποῦ is the interrogative adverb of place (where?). 
C. Adverbs of Manner (197-198) 

1. Answers the question “how?” and either precede or follow the word modified. 

2. Examples: δωρεάν (freely), καλῶς (well), οὕτως (thus), ὁµοθυµαδόν with 

one accord), ἀκριβῶς (accurately). πῶς is an interrogative of manner (how). 
Adverbs of manner are often formed by attaching the suffix –ως to adjectives, 

pronouns and participles. 
3. Combinations involving ἔχω and an adverb are idiomatic, translated by a 

noun, adjective or adverbial phrase following a copulative verb (τοὺς κακῶς 
ἔχοντας = those who were sick). 

D. Adverbs of Degree (198) 

1. Answers the questions “how much?” and “to what extent?” 

2. Examples: λίαν (very), µάλιστα (especially), σφόδρα (extremely), µᾶλλον 
(more). 

II. Particles (198-204) – include those words not easily classified as another part of speech 

(the “miscellaneous file of Greek grammar”). Three basic categories: 

A. Emphatic Particles (198-201) 

1. ἀµήν (198) – several functions in the NT: 

a. Used only by Jesus in the gospels as an authority formula (truly, 

indeed, I tell you the truth, it is true that). 

b. In the epistles, it is used as a liturgical formula to express personal 

affirmation of benedictions and doxologies. Also used in public 

worship to express affirmation (so be it, it is true). 

c. In Revelation it is used with an article as a designation for Christ. 

2. γέ (199) – adds emphasis (indeed, even, at least, sometimes left untranslated) 

Commonly found in combination with other particles and conjunctions: εἴ γε 
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(if indeed), εἰ δέ µήγε (otherwise), καί γε (even), καίτοιγε (and yet), 
µενοῦνγε (rather). 

3. δή (199) – gives urgency to commands and exhortations (now, then, therefore, 

by all means). It also affirms the veracity of a statement (surely, indeed, 

really). 

4. ἴδε/ἰδού (199-200) – is the aorist imperative of εἶδον that has been 

stereotyped as a particle (don’t confuse this with a true imperative). They 

occur most often in narrative and the basic idea is “pay attention” (look, see, 

here is, now, behold, or left untranslated). There are four basic functions (the 

first two functions are inserted by the writer of the story. They are not found 

in direct quotations except in extended discourses by a speaker [ex. Matt 

13:3]): 

a. ἰδού is used as a discourse marker to focus attention on the 

introduction of a major participant into the episode. It usually occurs in 

the introduction of an episode, just after the background material. 

b. ἰδού is used as a discourse marker to introduce an unexpected turn in 

the story. 

c. ἴδε and ἰδού are used by a speaker to direct attention to something 

contrary to the expectation of the audience. This function normally 

occurs in direct speech quoted by the writer. 

d. ἴδε and ἰδού are also used by a speaker to direct attention to 

something the audience is expected to respond to. This is found only in 

direct speech. 

5. µέν (200) – used various ways: 

a. Used correlatively with δέ (and sometimes ἀλλά) to denote contrast. 

The µέν clause often has a concessive force (although). Sometimes the 

µέν serves to emphasize or affirm the statement in the clause (surely, 

indeed). 

b. Used correlatively as part of a series with no contrast or concessive 

force. 

c. Functioning alone as a particle of affirmation. This may have a 

discourse function to link thoughts together. 

6. ναί (201) – emphatic affirmative response to questions or statements (yes, 

indeed; yes, it is true; yes).  

7. Other emphatic particles include µενοῦν, µήτιγε, πάντως, and compound 

words with -περ or -τοι (201). 

B. Indefinite Particle (201) - ἄν adds the sense of indefiniteness or potentiality to a 

construction. The translation will be affected by the presence of ἄν and will vary 

according to other words involved. It is commonly used with the subjunctive, but may 

be used with the indicative and optative. 

1. It adds indefiniteness in relative and temporal clauses (ever). 

2. It adds potentiality in the apodosis of contrary-to-fact conditions. Potentiality 

is also found in other constructions. 

C. Negative Particles: οὐ and µή (201-204) – Other negatives are built off these forms. 

οὐ is used for negating alleged factual statements, and µή for negating potential 

statements. οὐ is generally found in the indicative, and µή is generally found with 
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other moods, participles, and infinitives, but there are exceptions with both of them. 

Some specialized uses of the negatives: 

1. Question tags [leading questions] (201-202) – beginning the question with οὐ 

or οὐχί expects a “yes” answer and beginning the question with µή or µήτι 
expects a “no” answer. In yes/no questions that do not begin with a negative 

particle, the speaker does not reveal what kind of answer is anticipated. 

Rhetorical questions are not expecting an answer; real questions anticipate a 

strong response. µήτι also introduces questions in which there is doubt about 

the answer. 

2. Negative answer (202-203) – the accented οὔ means “no.” It is a negative 

answer to a yes/no question or to a proposed course of action. οὐχί can also 

be used and is more emphatic (absolutely not, by no means). 

3. Double and triple negatives (203) – sometimes a double negative makes a 

statement positive, but usually not. Double and triple negatives usually 

strengthen the force of a negative. Double negative can also happen when a 

negative particle is linked with a negative verb (such as verbs of hindering or 

denying). 

4. Intensive negatives (203) – οὐχί and µήτι are somewhat more emphatic than 
οὐ and µή. Stronger emphatic negation is indicated by  and οὐ µή (see Ch. 9) 

and οὐδαµῶς and µηδαµῶς (no indeed, most certainly not, by no means). 

5. Universal negatives (203-204) – occurs when πᾶς modifies the subject and 

the verb is negated (all persons are not = absolutely no person is). This should 

be distinguished from when πᾶς is negated rather than the verb (in this case 

πᾶς normally functions as a substantive rather than an adjective).  

6. Prohibitions (204) – see Ch. 9. 
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Ch. 14 – Sentence Structure 

� Sentence = “a grammatically complete unit consisting of one or more words” (205). 

� Young’s approach is a modified transformational grammar. 

I. Sentence Patterns (206-211) – Simple sentences contain a single clause. Compound 

sentences contain two or more main clauses usually linked with a coordinate conjunction. 

Complex sentences contain a main clause and at least one subordinate clause. 

Compound/complex sentences contain two or more main clauses and one or more 

subordinate clauses. Sentences may also be classified by function as declarative, 

interrogative, imperative or exclamatory. 

A. Simple Sentences (206-208) 

1. The most basic parts of a sentence are a noun phrase (NP) and a verb phrase 

(VP). The NP functions as the subject and the VP functions as the predicate 

(asserts something about the subject). The NP does not need to be present in 

Greek surface structure; it may be present at the deep structure level. 

2. The sentence can be represented by phrase structure rules (ex: S�VP+NP 

[SU]. S�VP+NP [SU] +NP [DO]+ADVP. See 207 for more examples). 

3. There are active sentences and non-active sentences (copulative or statement 

sentences). There are four kinds of non-active sentences:  

a. Descriptive – predicate is an adjective phrase 

b. Equative – predicate is a noun phrase 

c. Adverbial – predicate is an adverb phrase 

d. Existential – no predicate 

B. Compound Sentences (206, 208) – two or more simple sentences joined with 

coordinating conjunctions (and, but, or). 

C. Complex Sentences (209-211) – contains one sentence embedded within another. 

Embedded sentences occur in three types of clauses: 

1. Compliment clauses (209) – noun phrases that usually contain a 

complimentizer (such as ἵνα or ὅτι) preceding an embedded sentence. The 

noun phrase will function as a nominal (e.g. subject, direct object). 

2. Adverbial clauses (210) – adverb phrases that consist of an adverbial 

conjunction (when) and an embedded sentence (John came home). 

3. Relative clauses (210-211) – an adjective phrase that is embedded in a noun 

phrase and modifies the head noun. 

II. Phrase Patterns (211-212) – a phrase is defined in transformational grammar as one or 

more words that do not have a subject and a predicate as its immediate constituents. 

A. There are different kinds of phrases (NP = noun phrase, VP = verb phrase, ADVP = 

adverb phrase, ADJP = adjective phrase, PP = Prepositional phrase). 

B. Phrases can be represented with phrase structure rules (NP�N [“book”]. 

NP�DET+N [“the book”]. See 211 for more examples.). 

III. Basic Transformations (212-214) – there is surface structure and deep structure. 

Transformational grammar uses rules to rearrange deep structure to form surface 

structure. Exegetes must analyze both surface structure forms and deep structure 

meaning. The surface structure provides a window into deep structure. The following is a 

simplified overview of a few transformations: 
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A. Focus Rule (212) – changes the deep structure word order for emphasis. Most 

changing involves moving the highlighted constituent before the verb (called “focus” 

or “fronting”). 

B. Relative Pronoun Movement (212-213) – a relative clause contains an embedded 

sentence in the deep structure. Part of the embedded sentence has been removed and 

placed in the main sentence and replaced with a relative pronoun. The case of the 

relative pronoun is (normally) according to the function of the word it stands for. 

C. WH movement (213) – moving WH words from normal placement according to 

grammatical function in deep structure to the front of the sentence in surface 

structure. (WH words introduce content questions, not yes/no questions. Ex: what, 

where, who why, when. Question words may function as interrogative pronouns, 

interrogative adverbs, and interrogative adjectives.) 

D. The Passive Shift (213-214) – shifting an active sentence in the deep structure to a 

passive sentence in the surface structure by making the object the subject, the subject 

the agent, and switching the verb from active to passive voice. 

E. The Participle Rule (214) – transforming a finite verb at the deep structure level into a 

nonfinite expression using a participle. 

IV. Word Order (214-218) – while Greek is freer in word order than English, there are 

recognizable patterns. The following is a working hypothesis based on recent research in 

discourse analysis. 

A. Active Sentences (215-216) – the basic order for sentences without linking verbs is 

V-SU-O (verb-subject-object). In expanded sentences the order would be: 1) Adverb 

[time, manner], 2) Verb, 3) Subject, 4) Direct Object, 5) Indirect Object, 6) 

Prepositional Phrase, 7) Adverb [place]. The following variations are normal: 

1. Pronouns move forward (215) – if SU is a pronoun, its normal order will be in 

front of the verb. Personal pronouns are always somewhat emphatic. If DO or 

IO is a pronoun, it will normally follow immediately after V. 

2. Complex nominal forms move to the rear of the sentence (215) – if the SU, 

DO or IO is an embedded clause (containing a verb), it usually comes after the 

non-clausal elements (individual words and phrases). 

3. Negative adverbs precede the verb (215) – the only exception is in double 

negatives. The negative before V negates the whole sentence; if the negative 

precedes non-verbal elements, then only that element is negated, and it is 

brought forward before the verb. 

4. WH words are clause initial (215) – relative pronouns and interrogative words 

come first in their clause, regardless of their grammatical function (SU, DO, 

IO). 

5. Modifiers follow the noun (215-216) – genitives, adjectives, adjectival 

participles, and other modifiers normally follow the head noun they modify. 

The order of modifiers in noun phrases appears to be: 1) Head Noun, 2) 

Demonstratives, 3) Indefinites, 4) Numerals, 5) Descriptives, and 6) 

Participles. 

6. Subordinate clauses follow or precede the main clause (216) 

a. They rarely break up the main clause. 

b. Normally Condition, Concession, and Temporal clauses come before 

the main clause. 



 46 

c. Normally Purpose, Result, Cause, Compliment, Temporal, Local, and 

Comparative clauses come after the main clause.  

d. When a clause is shifted to the opposite position, it signifies 

prominence. 

e. When an adverbial participle in the nominative case is followed by a 

nominative case substantive and then a finite verb, the substantive 

usually belongs to the adverbial clause (representing normal word 

order, rather than SU preceding V). 

B. Non-active Sentences (217) – most common word order is V-SU-COMP (Verb, 

Subject, Compliment). If SU is a pronoun, it will normally be before V. Nevertheless, 

all combinations do appear and it is difficult to explain the variations. 

C. Reasons for Variations in Normal Word Order (217-218) – primarily refer to active 

sentences. Practically all variations involve fronting. In general this highlights 

information important to a larger discourse unit. 

1. Contrast (217) – when an element in one clause is contrasted with an element 

in another clause, both of the contrasted elements are placed before their 

respective verbs. This makes clear which ones are being contrasted. 

2. Contraexpectation (217) – a word which constitutes contraexpectation is 

placed before the verb. 

3. Comparison (217) – both parts of a comparison are placed before their verbs 

in their respective clauses. 

4. Topicalization (217) – the introduction of a new topic is often marked by 

fronting it before the verb. 

5. Motif (217) – fronting can highlight the first mention of a motif in a particular 

segment of discourse. A motif is an item other than the major theme that 

occurs throughout the discourse unit. The supporting motif contributes 

essential information to the theme of the larger unit. The fronted motif is often 

in the accusative case. 

6. Rhetorical emphasis (217) – expresses the emotion of expectation of the 

speaker. The emphasized word is fronted before the verb. 

7. Focus (218) – narrowing the reader’s attention to specific, important 

information. Includes topicalization and motif as well as the peak in a 

narrative or an important participant. 

D. Notes on Word Order Universals (218) – Greek follows word order universals well. 

Greek, like other languages that have SVO as their primary word order, has SVO as 

an alternative word order. There are other areas (see 218) where Greek follows word 

order universals. 
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Ch. 15 – Special Sentences and Clauses 

� The meaning of some sentence types often depends more on extra-linguistic, pragmatic 

factors than linguistic factors. What appears as one type of sentence may be intended by the 

speaker to accomplish something else (221). 

I. Rhetorical Questions (221-225) – functions like a statement, with the advantage of 

evoking the listener to ponder the implications of what is said. Can be used in various 

ways: 

A. Emphatic Declaration (222) – “Will he not much more clothe you?” = “God will 

surely clothe you” (Matt. 6:30). 

B. Evaluation of the Situation (222-223) – may indicate a positive or negative 

evaluation. Negative evaluations include rebuke, ridicule, disappointment and 

belittlement. 

C. Commands (223) – Rhetorical questions may be used as softened commends, 

especially from inferior to superior. 

D. Discourse Functions (223) – can introduce a new topic or a conclusion (may be 

equivalent to “therefore”). 

E. Other Rhetorical Questions (224) – amazement or astonishment, uncertainty, 

conditionals. In some rhetorical questions the speaker wants the listeners to think out 

the answer for themselves. 

F. Rhetorical Questions using οὐ and µή (224-225) – Rhetorical questions starting with 
οὐ indicate either an affirmative evaluation or statement (sometimes pointing out 

what should have been done). Those starting with µή indicate either a negative 

statement or a statement of incertitude. 

II. Conditional Sentences (225-231) – consist of two parts. The protasis (“if” clause) sets 

forth a condition which, when fulfilled, issues into what is conveyed by the apodosis 

(“then” clause). 

A. Traditional Classifications (226-227) – following A. T. Robertson: 

1. First class: determined as fulfilled 

a. Protasis: εἰ with an indicative verb. 

b. Apodosis: verb of any tense or mood. 

c. Speaker assumes the reality of the premise.  

2. Second class: determined as unfulfilled 

a. Protasis: εἰ with a secondary tense (imperfect, aorist, pluperfect), 

indicative mood verb. 

b. Apodosis: ἄν with another secondary tense verb. 

c. The speaker is persuaded that the premise is contrary to fact. 

3. Third class: undetermined with prospect of determination. 

a. Protasis: ἐάν with a subjunctive mood verb. 

b. Apodosis: verb of any tense (usually present or future) and mood 

(usually indicative). 

c. The speaker believes that the premise has a good likelihood of 

becoming true. 

4. Fourth class: undetermined with remote prospect of determination. 

a. Protasis: εἰ with an optative verb of any tense. 

b. Apodosis: ἄν with another optative verb. 
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c. The speaker views the premise of having some chance of becoming 

true (less than 3
rd

 class). 

B. Semantic Analysis of Conditional Sentences (227-230) – the traditional classification 

fails to give plausible interpretations in every case. More satisfying is a two step 

approach: 1) determine whether the sentence is in fact conditional (a sentence where 

the “if” clause states a condition and the “then” clause states the consequence that 

will result when the condition is fulfilled). 2) determine if the condition is real or 

rhetorical. 

1. Real conditions (227-228) – the speaker sets forth a possible condition on the 

real world of action or thought that one may have to deal with. 

a. Confrontation (227-228) – real conditionals with an indicative mood in 

the protasis seem to posit a situation or premise that the speaker 

perceives a person will have to resolve or confront in some fashion. 

(Exceptions include past referring conditionals, which appear to be 

rhetorical.) 

b. Projection (228) – includes conditionals with a subjunctive, optative, 

or future in the protasis. Generally, the speaker seems to be projecting 

the situation beyond what is normally expected or experienced. 

2. Rhetorical conditions (228-230) – The speaker is not raising a condition on 

the real world. Instead, the speaker is using the form and logic of a conditional 

sentence for other purposes. They can have either first or second class forms. 

Some of the purposes conditionals can be used for: 

a. Assertion (229) – strong assertions are made when the “then” clause 

does not logically follow the “if” clause. Most cases in the NT are a 

form of Hebraic oath in which only the “if” clause is present. The 

“then” clause is omitted because it is unthinkable. 

b. Argumentation (229) – in the speaker’s mind there is usually nothing 

conditional about the premise used to argue a point. The speaker is 

either convinced that is false or convinced that it is true and is using it 

as a basis for a conclusion. 

c. Manipulation (229-230) – Often there is an imperative in the apodosis, 

but an imperative does not necessitate manipulation. 

d. Request (230) – used to make a request or command in a polite, 

socially acceptable way. Often used when addressing a superior. 

e. Mockery (230) 

f. Rebuke (320) – used to soften a rebuke. 

g. Lament (320) – rebukes and laments use a second class form because 

they refer to past events. 

h. Justification (230) – may be used to justify one’s behavior. 

III. Relative Clauses (231-233) – may have other functions besides identifying or describing 

a head noun. 

A. Condition (231-232) – can function as the conditional proposition in the condition-

consequence relation. This is usually formed with an indefinite relative. A similar 

construction is the article and the participle. The phrase “ὁ πιστεύων” can be 

semantically equivalent to “if one believes.” 
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B. Concession (232) – can function as a concession in a concession-contraexpectation 

relation. 

C. Purpose (232) 

D. Reason (233) – functions as a reason proposition in a reason-result relation. 

E. Grounds-conclusion (233) – may function as evidence for a conclusion in a grounds-

conclusion relation. 
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Ch. 16 – Figurative Language 

� A figure of speech is an expression that uses words in an unusual or non-literal sense for the 

purpose of emphasis, clarity, or freshness of thought (235). 

� Figures of speech defy not only expected lexical meanings, but also from expected 

syntactical structures (235). 

I. Simile (236) 

A. An explicit comparison using “like” or “as.” 

B. There are usually three aspects to simile (and metaphor): 

1. The topic being discussed. 

2. The image it is compared to. 

3. The point of similarity in the particular context. 

C. In simile topic and image must occur; the point of similarity may or may not. 

II. Metaphor (236-237) – a comparison that does not use “like” or “as.” Three aspects: topic, 

image, and point of similarity. A metaphor may be missing the topic, the point of 

similarity or both. This produces three forms: 

A. Topic and Image (236-237) – because point of similarity is absent, the interpreter 

must supply one (hopefully the one the speaker intended). 

B. Image and Point of Similarity (237) – The topic must be deduced from context. 

C. Only the Image (237) – although there could be many points of similarity, usually 

only one is relevant to the context. 

III. Metonymy (237-238) – the substitution of one word for another with which it is 

associated. There is a mental link between the terms that makes this possible. The 

associations expressed in metonymy may be (with examples): 

A. Causal – a writer stands for his book, tongues stand for languages. 

B. Spatial – heaven is used for God, world or earth is used for people, the cross used for 

Jesus’ death, a throne used for one’s rule. 

C. Temporal – a day stands for the events in it. 

D. Attributive – when an attribute stands for one who possesses it. 

IV. Synecdoche (238-239) – use of the whole for a part or a part for the whole. 

V. Personification/Apostrophe (239) – personification portrays a thing or an idea as a 

person, or at least doing things that people do. Often there is a deep structure actor behind 

the figure. Apostrophe refers to a thing or animal being addressed as though it were a 

person. 

VI. Anthropomorphism (239) – attributing human or bodily characteristics to God. 

VII. Ellipsis/Aposiopesis (240) – ellipsis is the omission of words that are necessary for 

complete grammatical construction. The omitted words can often be supplied from 

context. Aposiopesis is the suppression of part of the sentence because of emotion, an 

unpleasant conclusion, or for rhetorical effect. 

VIII. Euphemism (240-241) – the substitution of a less offensive word for the more direct but 

harsh one. Examples: 

1. Death: fall asleep, sleep, gathered to fathers. 

2. Sex: know, lie with, go into, touch. 

3. Pregnancy: with child, with her. 

4. God: heaven, most high, passive voice. 

5. Finance (giving): ministry, grace. 
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IX. Litotes (241) – an assertion is made by negating its opposite (“no small dissension” = “a 

great dissension,” Acts 15:2). 

X. Hyperbole (242) – an overstatement or exaggeration used to gain a certain effect and 

should not be taken literally. 

XI. Meiosis (242) – a deliberate understatement used to call attention to something (the 

opposite of hyperbole). Less is said than is intended to be understood. 

XII. Irony (242-243) – what is really meant is the opposite of what is said. Commonly used in 

sarcasm and mockery. 

XIII. Hendiadys (243) – the expression of one idea with two or more similar words; two words 

are used for the same thing. When used in adverbial phrases, the repetition may intensify 

the concept. 

XIV. Epizeuxis (243) – the repetition of the same word(s) for emphasis. 

XV. Chiasmus (243-244) – a series of two or more elements followed by a series of 

corresponding elements in reverse order. The simplest involves four elements (inverted 

parallelism). The first and fourth elements correspond, and the second and third 

correspond. 

XVI. Anacoluthon (244) – when the author breaks off a sentence partway through and starts a 

new sentence without finishing the first one. Most of the time it is unintentional and 

emphasizes the urgency or importance of the matter at hand. 
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Ch. 17 – Discourse Analysis 

� The meaning of a word, construction, sentence, or paragraph cannot be understood apart 

from its linguistic and situational context. Traditional grammars are weak because they focus 

on isolated sentences (247). 

� Discourse is the communication of ideas through a set of signs (words) within a situational 

context. Discourse is usually more than a sentence or a string of sentences. Discourse 

analysis studies language use in communicative situations. 

I. Genre [discourse type] (248-251) – Each type of discourse is characterized by certain 

features that help convey the meaning and purpose of the discourse. 

A. Genre Types (248) – There are a mixture of types and subtypes. Subtypes include 

epistles, miracle stories, parables, allegories, apocalyptic, conversations, speeches 

(teaching sermons, legal pleas), liturgical fragments (songs, prayers, confessions of 

faith) and quotations. Four primary types: 

1. Exposition – explaining or arguing a thesis 

2. Hortatory – exhorting others to fulfill certain duties 

3. Narrative – to recount a past event 

4. Procedural – to prescribe how something is to be done 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Genre Structure [Schema] (249-250) – the basic structure of a discourse depends on 

its genre. Each genre employs a particular structure to achieve its communicative 

task. The major divisions are called schema. The +/- in the chart indicate whether the 

division was obligatory. Capital letters indicate the most prominent element. 

1. Expository discourse (249) – The body of an expository discourse has the 

following schema (not necessarily in this order): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Hortatory discourse (249) – has the following schema (not necessarily in this 

order): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   - Prescription  + Prescription 

- Chronological EXPOSITION  HORTATORY 

+ Chronological NARRATIVE  PROCEDURAL 

+/- orientation Define terms 

+ THESIS Case to be discussed or argued 

+ evidence Support for the thesis by illustration, emotion,  

   logic, refutation, absurdity 

+/- inference The deduction, verdict or conclusion 

 

+/- rapport  Establish a sympathetic relationship 

+ basis  Support for the appeal (authority, emotional,  

   evaluative, etc.) 

+/- tension  By defense, emotional display, etc. 

+ APPEAL The command, suggestion, etc. 

+/- enablement Means to carry out the suggestion 
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3. Narrative Discourse (249-250) – the body (or plot) will depend on whether or 

not there is a problem: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Classical Rhetoric (250-251) – although NT rhetoric does not fit exactly into the 

classical mold, there is some correspondence. Luke and Paul may have been familiar 

with Classical rhetoric. It consisted of: 

1. Exordium – introduction that aroused attention of the audience 

2. Narratio – statement of the case to be considered 

3. Propositio – setting the concern directly before the audience 

4. Divisio – outline if the argument 

5. Confirmatio or Probatio – presentation of proofs 

a. Ethos – ethical appeal 

b. Pathos – emotional appeal 

c. Logos – rational appeal 

6. Confutatio – refutation of counter-arguments 

7. Peroratio - conclusion 

II. Structure (251-254) – discourse is constructed in an organized way. Organization is 

essential for understanding communication. Three basic features: 

A. Groupings (251-252) – units of discourse are grouped into clusters. The units that are 

a part of that cluster are its constituents. Elements are grouped on the basis of mutual 

relationship. Clues that help isolate clusters: 

1. Referential clues [spans] (252) – a span is a stretch of text in which there is 

some kind of uniformity, usually a paragraph or more. Four kinds of spans: 

a. Grammatical – uniformity in person, tense, addressee, etc. 

b. Lexical – repetition of a word or related words. 

c. Informational – reference to the same participants, concept, events, 

setting, etc. 

d. Teleological – uniformity of purpose: 

i. To exchange information (usually 3
rd

 person) 

ii. To influence people (usually 2
nd

 person) 

iii. To express yourself (usually 1
st
 person) 

2. Organizational clues (252) – groupings can be marked off by unique 

organization: 

a. Sandwich structure – the author states the same thing in the beginning 

and end of a discourse unit. 

b. Chiasmus – inverted correspondence (A B B’ A’) 

c. Parallelisms – signals that constituents belong together. 

   Problem-Resolution Plot Occasion-Outcome Plot   

+ setting   + setting 

+ problem  + occasion 

+/- complication  + OUTCOME 

+/- resolving incident +/- sequel 

+ RESOLUTION 

+/- sequel 
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3. Relational clues (253) – units are tied together by conjunctions, participles, 

prepositional phrases, etc. The units cluster around a central thought to form a 

dependency chain. 

B. Hierarchy (253) – the ranking of constituent groups. 

C. Boundaries (253-254) – knowing where units stop and begin. 

1. Initial markers (253-254) 

a. Orienters (such as “I do not want you to be ignorant” and “I beseech 

you”). 

b. Vocatives. 

c. Topic Statements (“now concerning…”) 

d. Conjunctions – some are more often found at the beginning of a unit 

(οὖν, διό). δέ is often a boundary marker in narrative. 

e. New setting – new participants, location or time frame will signal a 

boundary. Also genitive absolutes often mark a change of setting. 

2. Final markers (254) 

a. Doxologies 

b. Summaries 

c. Tail-head links – the writer anticipates what they will discuss next and 

mentions it at the close of a section and beginning of the next. 

III. Cohesion (254-255) – the parts of the discourse and connected and woven together. There 

are many cohesive devices that form a mental link between elements. Four kinds of 

cohesion: 

A. Grammatical Cohesion – agreement between subject and verb, noun and adjective, 

etc. 

B. Lexical Cohesion – the same or similar words used. 

C. Relational Cohesion – signaled by conjunctions and other relational devices. 

D. Referential Cohesion – co-referential links between elements in the text and 

something else. Three kinds: 

1. Anaphora – link to a prior element in the text. 

2. Cataphora – link to a subsequent element in the text. 

3. Exophora – link to an element outside of the text. 

IV. Propositions (255-257) – the speaker’s thoughts have been encoded into surface structure. 

It is necessary to work back to the deep structure to get at their meaning. A simplified 

version of transformational grammar can be used, called “propositional analysis.” 

A. Surface structure is classified by semantic class (T = thing, E = event, A = 

abstraction, R = relation). 

B. Each event word is the verb of a deep structure event proposition (“you are saved 

through faith” contains two propositions: “God saves you,” and “you believe”). 

C. Relational concepts tie the propositions together. 

D. Propositions are groupings of concepts (the smallest unit of meaning). 

E. It is not necessarily productive in every case to decode every sentence to its 

underlying kernels, but when the meaning of the surface structure is obscure, it can be 

helpful to understand the meaning. 

V. Relations (257-262) – every discourse unit is tied together in a hierarchical fashion by 

semantic relations which may or may not be indicated by the surface structure. (The 

member that is PROMINENT is in the upper case. See Young for visual helps.) 
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A. Relations with Equal Natural Prominence [Addition Relations] (257-258) 

1. Chronological (257-258) – relations that relate to time and are of equal 

prominence: 

a. Sequential relations – one event follows another ([SEQUENCIAL 

HEAD1] He took her by the hand [SEQUENCIAL HEAD2] and lifted 

her up). 

b. Simultaneous relations – some overlap in the events 

([SIMULTANEOUS HEAD1] the waves broke over the boat 

[SIMULTANEOUS HEAD2] Jesus was sleeping). 

2. Non-Chronological (258) 

a. Conjoining relations – linked with “and.” 

b. Alternation relations – linked with “or” ([ALTERNATE HEAD1] is it 

lawful to pay tax to Caesar [ALTERNATE HEAD2] or (it is) not 

(lawful)?). 

B. Relations with unequal Natural Prominence [Support Relations] (258-261) 

1. Orientation (258) 

a. Orienter-CONTENT – can include topic introductions, but more 

commonly are communicative introductions ([orienter] Jesus said to 

them, [CONTENT] follow me). 

b. Circumstance-HEAD – time, setting, location or other background 

information is provided ([circumstance] after John was put in prison, 

[HEAD] Jesus went into Galilee). 

2. Chronological (258-259) – primarily found in narrative. 

a. Step-GOAL – a progression of events where one event does not 

precipitate the next event ([step] they left the boat, [GOAL] and 

followed Him). 

b. Stimulus-RESPONSE – the stimulus event precipitates the response 

event. 

3. Logical (259-261) – the first three are direct cause/effect relations. 

a. REASON-RESULT (259-260) – unintentional. Why it happened is 

expressed by the reason proposition; what happened is expressed by 

the result proposition. Either proposition could be semantically 

prominent (based on context), even if it is grammatically subordinate. 

b. Means-RESULT (260) – intended. The means by which it happened 

are expressed by the means proposition; what happened is expressed 

by the result proposition. 

c. MEANS-Purpose (260) – a particular action (means) is consciously 

undertaken in order to achieve an intended goal (purpose). Normally 

the goal is not yet realized. 

d. Grounds-CONCLUSION (260) – the grounds proposition presents the 

basis or evidence for a conclusion. 

e. Condition-CONSEQUENCE (260-261) – the condition proposition 

states a supposition or hypothesis that when fulfilled issues into the 

consequence. 
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f. Concession-CONTRAEXPECTATION (261) – the first proposition 

states a situation that normally turns out a certain way. The second 

proposition states an unexpected result. 

4. Clarification (261) – either by restatement or expansion. 

a. HEAD-Equivalence [restatement] – two units convey the same 

meaning. 

b. HEAD-Amplification [restatement] – one unit repeats some 

information but adds further information. 

c. GENERIC-Specific [restatement] – the generic unit conveys 

information of a general nature that receives more precise detail in the 

specific unit. 

d. HEAD-Comparison [expansion] 

e. Contrast-HEAD [expansion] 

C. Relations between a proposition and a concept (262) – most relations are between 

propositions, but sometimes a proposition relates only to one concept in another 

proposition. When this is the case, it will either identify or describe that concept. 

VI. Prominence (262-264) – standing out from the surroundings to be easily noticed. 

Prominence = “the point.” 

A. Natural Prominence (262-263) – those elements which are semantically more 

significant for the development of the discourse. They do not necessarily correspond 

to surface structure taxis (subordination and coordination). 

1. In narrative, they are the elements that pertain to plot structure. 

2. In expository discourse they are the elements that pertain to the development 

of the theme. 

B. Marked Prominence (263-264) – The author may use various devices in the surface 

structure to highlight portions of the discourse. This may be to mark the theme or 

motif in expository discourse, or the foreground material in narrative. It may also 

highlight surprising, unexpected or emotional information. A few ways this is done: 

1. Word order (263) – generally any element placed before the verb. 

2. Certain morphemes (263) – (-περ, παρα-) 
3. Certain words (263) – emphatic particles, emphatic pronouns and superlatives. 

4. Grammatical features (263) – often finite verbs, passive voice, relative 

clauses, and historical presents. 

5. Figures of speech (263) – such as hyperbole, hendiadys, epizeuxis, and litotes. 

6. Prominence orienters (263) – such as “truly, truly I say…” or “I do not wish 

you to be ignorant that…” 

7. Repetition (263) – (although sometimes used for discourse cohesion). 

8. Rhetorical questions (263) 

9. Cataphoric devices (263) 

10. Discourse proportion (263) – the size of the passage. 

11. Asyndeton (263) – the lack of a conjunction at the beginning of a sentence. 

12. Personal names (264) – especially when they are not a new participant. 

VII. Situation (264-266) – discourse always has a real-life setting. The situation affects the 

meaning and structure of an utterance, affecting what is said, how it is said, what the 

words mean, and what is meant by what is said. Three areas of recent development: 
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A. Conversational Maxims (264-265) – Effective exchange of information follows 

certain principles: 

1. The co-operative principle – information that participants contribute is in 

keeping with the common purpose of the exchange. 

2. The principle of quality – the participants generally avoid saying things they 

know to be false. 

3. The principle of quantity – the information contributed is only as informative 

as required by the purposes of the exchange (of particular exegetical 

significance). Many things are left unsaid or unexplained because of the 

shared pool of knowledge between the speaker and listener. Such implicit 

information is part of the total discourse, for without it the communication 

would fail.  

4. The principle of relevance – the information contributed is relevant to the 

discussion. 

5. The principle of manner – participants normally attempt to be brief and 

orderly, avoiding obscurity and ambiguity. 

B. Speech Act Theory (265) – concerned more with what people do with language than 

what the words mean. An utterance may request, instruct, assert, etc. Form may not 

correspond to function (as when the soldiers cried out to Jesus, “Hail, King of the 

Jews,” Mark 15:18). The difference between what the words mean and what was 

meant by them is due to interplay between extra-linguistic factors such as situation, 

relationship between hearer and speaker, speaker’s intent, etc. 

C. Sociolinguistics (255-266) – investigates the relation between language and society. It 

studies actual language use rather than what proper language is supposed to be. It 

includes things such as the social status of the speaker, social situation that the 

discourse takes place in, the relation between the speaker and audience, dialects, 

idiomatic speech, etc. 
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Ch. 18 – Diagramming 

� A method of language analysis. The best methods include more than the structural forms, but 

also recognize skewing between form and meaning, and work with deep structure kernels and 

relations. (267) 

A. Word-by-word line diagramming (267) – analyzes the grammatical relation of each 

word in a sentence. It is designed for sentence-based grammar and is too cumbersome 

for large segments. It ignores skewing between form and meaning. 

B. Thought-flow diagramming (267-268) – an improvement because it plots clauses 

rather than words. It also ignores skewing between form and meaning. It also tends 

not to specify the type of relation between the elements. 

C. Colon diagramming (268) – see J. P. Louw. Neither relations between parts nor 

prominent units are specified. 

D. Semantic structure analysis [SSA] (268) – developed by SIL, it diagrams semantic 

units and interrelates them at the deep structure level. 

I. Thought Flow Diagramming (268-271) – see Young for visual helps. 

A. Step 1: Put the First Main Clause at the Upper Left Margin (269) 

B. Step 2: Indent All Subordination (269) 

C. Step 3: Line up All Coordination (270) 

D. Step 4: Line up All Multiple Subjects, Objects, and Predicate Nominatives (270) 

E. Step 5: Bracket Missing Information (271) 

F. Step 6: Connect Related Main Clauses (271) 

G. Step 7: Specify the Relations (271) 

II. A Thought Flow Diagram of James 1:2-8 (272-273) 

III. Semantic Structure Analysis (274-276) 

A. Step 1: List Propositions in a Column at the Right Side of the Page (274) 

B. Step 2: Group and Label Related Propositions (274) 

C. Step 3: Align Properly Next Higher Level (274-275) 

D. Step 4: Connect Multiple Supporting Units to Same Vertical Line (275) 

E. Step 5: Make Sure Supporting Unit Relates to Proper Head (275-276) 

F. Step 6: Note Where Propositions Relate Only to a Concept (276) 

G. Step 7: Insert Genre Schema (276) 

IV. Semantic Structure Analysis of James 1:2-8 (276-277) 

 


